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Letters to the Editors 





One Way to Reach the Foreign Missions Goal 





Tithe Covenant 
To the Editors: 


This is a suggestion which I think 
might prove helpful during the Week of 
Prayer and Self-Dental for Foreign Mis- 
sions, especially in the light of the fact 
that it is supposed to be a week of self- 
denial. 

Last year the officers of our church co- 
operated with the pastor in asking the 
members to give at least the tithe of their 
income for the self-denial week to the 
cause of Foreign Missions. On the Sun- 
day beginning that week we carried a 
Pledge in the bulletin which the people 
were asked to sign and drop in the offer- 
ing plate. Through this simple plan we 
were able to double our gift to missions 
over the previous year. 

I am sure it would be a great blessing 
to the Kingdom of God in the world if 
our whole church could double its gift to 
this cause in 1948, a year when the needs 
will be multiplied. 

HAROLD D. SHIFLET. 
Parsons, W. Va. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—Mr. 
gestion is a good one. However, in order 
to raise the %4,000,000 Foreign Mission 
quota which is being sought in January 
(last year it was $500,000) it will require 
a tithe of a larger portion of income. In 
addition, extended pledges over several 
years are being sought from many, plus 
very large gifts from people of substan- 
tial means. 


Shiflet’s sug- 


‘Sit Down, Young Man!’’ 
To the Editors: 


The letter of “Seminary Student” in 
THE OUTLOOK of December 23 may serve 
as a reminder to presbyteries and their 
committees for ministerial candidates. 
Presbyteries too often neglect their can- 
didates, like a father who is too busy 
with other things to be a companion to 
his boy. Their minds need to be stirred 
up by way of remembrance. But as an 
alibi the argument of the letter will 
hold water. 

The first great modern missionary of 
one hundred and fifty odd years ago had 
nobody to encourage him. When in a 
meeting he stood up and proposed to 
carry the Gospel to the regions beyond, 
an old minister said, “Sit down, young 
man; when God wants to convert the 
heathen he can do it without you or me.” 
But William Carey would not sit down. 
When seventy-odd years ago a brilliant 
young student of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Henry M. Woods, proposed to go 
to China, his friends were discouraging. 
He was too able, they said, to waste his 
talents on the mission field. Let the 
mediocre men take the Gospel to the 
heathen. But Henry Woods would not sit 
down in an easy field. His brother, Edgar 
Woods, had prospect of unusual success 
as a doctor in his home town, Charlottes- 
ville, Va. But he, too, determined to go 
to pioneer medical work in north Ki- 
angsu, on meager salary. And there was 
no presbyterial committee to encourage 
the medical candidates. All candidates 
for the ministry should read the early life 
of D. L. Moody. Moody was illiterate, he 
was told he could not speak good Eng- 
lish, that he had better keep at his job 
of selling shoes, that with college 


not 


men 


THE 


education ought to preach the Gospel. And 
so on and so on. He ran a long gauntlet 
of discouragements. And look what he 
did! 

Of course there are three angles to the 
call to the ministry, the inner conviction 
of the man himself (“Woe is me if I preach 
not the Gospel”); the testimony of friends 
and neighbors to the fitness and useful- 
ness of the candidate; and, third, the sanc- 
tion of the church. Of the three the first 
is most fundamental. If young Isaiah, 
having heard the voice of God, “Who will 
go?” and having replied, “Here am I, send 
me,” had waited for a pat on the shoul- 
der, he would never have been the Isaiah 
of history. Those who are indulging in 
self-pity, waiting for encouragement, are 
apt to be of that group who are asking 
how much the salary will be, or are shun- 
ning the hard home mission fields. Look 
finally at Saul of Tarsus. Immediately 
after his conversion and the temporary 
commission through Ananias, he began to 
preach the Gospel in the face of discour- 
agement and suspicion. And it seems to 
have been some fourteen years, years 
largely filled with voluntary labors for 
Christ, before the hands of the presbytery 
at Antioch were laid upon him, for his 
great life work. Re-read the handicaps 
and hurdles, the discouragements and set- 


backs, in the 11th of Second Corinthians 
and in the Third of Philippians. Read 
how in the face of friends who would 


deter him, he said, “None of these things 
move me.” And note how he counted all 
things but loss, and counted them as 


refuse, for the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
his Lord. 
A MINISTER. 
A Seminary Student of the 1880's. 


Others Do Not Need ‘‘Cheering On’’ 


To the Editors: 


In the Letters to the Editors section of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK for De- 
cember 22, 1947, there was one signed by 
“A Seminary Student,” which made a very 
unpleasant impression upon me, and I hope 
the attitude of the young man who wrote 
that letter does not represent the atti- 
tude of most of the men who are prepar- 
ing for the ministry. His letter gives one 
the impression that young men who go 
into the ministry consider themselves to 
be unique human beings who need some 
one “to cheer them on.” This is not the 
attitude of men I know who are study- 
ing medicine, law, engineering, or prepar- 
ing themselves in graduate schools for 
professorships, nor is it the attitude of 
candidates for the ministry with whom I 
am familiar. 

It seems to me that it is perfectly pro- 
per for a candidate’s pastor, the session 
of the church to which he belongs, his 
presbytery, and the Committee on Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief to 
be interested in the young man, but it 
also seems to me, if a man is virile, is 
definitely committed to his task, that it 
would make no difference to him whether 
or not he were “cheered on” by them or 
anyone else. If the task of this “cheering 
on” is responsible for some of the nine 
hundred candidates falling by the way- 
side referred to in Dr. Foreman’s article, 
I do not believe the church has suffered a 
great loss. CHAS. E. DIEHL. 
Memphis, Tenn. 





PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as 


TEN 


Southern Presbyterians. 


WHAT BECAME OF THE TWO-HOUR 


Ernest Trice Thompson 





“Weekly Readers Have 


an Advantage” 


In coming weeks, regular readers of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
will have an opportunity to keep up with the swiftly-moving events of this 
church year; they will be kept up-to-date on developments in all branches of 
the church’s life; they will read such articles and features in these columns as: 
NOTABLE PRESBYTERIANS OF THE YEAR 
FOOTBALL POLICIES IN SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES 
“DIVISION AND BEYOND DIVISION”’—A Study of the Real Issues Which Divide 


By D. Maurice Allan, 
THE AUBURN AFFIRMATION—An Analysis. 
THE VOTE BY PRESBYTERIES ON THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
THE IMPERILED FAMILY (Next week—Don’t miss this.) By Reinhold Niebuhr 
PRESBYTERY ACTIONS ON PRESBYTERIAN REUNION 

SERMON? 
GREAT CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS—The Incomparably Prepared Bible Studies by 


WEEK-BY-WEEK PREPARATION FOR THE 1948 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
One of the most important Assemblies in the church’s history. 


Take advantage of this special introductory offer for your friends (or for 
yourself if you are not a subscriber already )— 


— Detach and Mail TODAY —- —- —- —- —- — 


Special Introductory Offer, 34 weeks for $2 
(For NEW Subscribers Only) 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 

403 E. Franklin St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK for 34 weeks. In en- 
close $2.00, special rate for new subscribers only. 


By Judge D. H. Edington. 


By Kenneth J. Foreman 








second-class matter, June 15, 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
of March 38, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 
Richmmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492, 10c a copy, $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra 
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S’western Gains Last 
$100,000 from Board 
To End 4-Year Effort 


Alumni Guarantee Any Deficit 
Caused by Delayed Payments 


Southwestern in Memphis, on the 
basis of guaranteed pledges, was able 
to claim the last $100,000 of the $500,- 
000 offered by the General Education 
Board of New York as of December 31, 
1947. 


Officers of the alumni association are 
guaranteeing any deficit that might be 
caused by the delayed payment of 
pledges, some of which are not due until 
1948, and all of which, officials say, 
are needed in order to realize the goal. 

In the $2,000,000 campaign the 
Synods of Alabama and Louisiana ex- 
ceeded their quotas and in Tennessee, 
Memphis Presbytery surpassed its 
quota, while in Mississippi three pres- 
byteries over-subscribed theirs: Missis- 
sippi, East Mississippi and North Mis- 
sissippi. The City of Memphis and Shelby 
County went past their $1,000,000 quota 
in the four-year campaign. 





PJC Succeeds in Campaign 


Officials at Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, Maxton, N. C., announced on Jan- 
uary 3 the successful completion of the 
campaign for $150,000 endowment, 
with several days of grace being allowed 
for late donations. This fund, leaders 
said, will enable the college to become 
a member of the regional accrediting as- 
sociation and will add substantially to 
its stability. 


Two-Thirds of Church Year 
Shows Continued Gains 


Receipts by the Assembly’s agencies 
as of December 31, show the following 
record for nine months of the current 
church year: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $610,- 
427; increase, $56,394. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $248,397; 
decrease, $10,902. Special offerings, 
$117,748. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $128,630; increase, 
$8,306. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $162,272; increase, $44,- 
311. 

General Assembly’s Training School 
(Richmond), $26,004; increase, $2,594. 





GENERAL MacARTHUR SAYS— 


“In Japan today, Christianity 
faces the greatest opportunity it has 
had in five hundred years.’’ 





Federal Council Vote, 43-12 


With the 21-13 vote by Winchester 
Presbytery (Va.) favoring the Federal 
Council of Churches, the _ standing 
among the presbyteries now shows: 

43 presbyteries FOR; 

12 AGAINST; 

1 TIE. 





One Letter, But What a Difference! 


An Editorial Note 


We have been amazed that we have 
not been deluged (the word is used ad- 
visedly) with letters about the typo- 
graphical error which appeared in our 
advertisement last week (page 2) where 
the statement that “Orders Are Pouring 
In’? was made to read ‘‘Orders Are Pour- 
ing GIN.” No eharges of intoxication 
or of going over to the wet side have 
yet been received—but perhaps they are 
on the way. In any case, just keep the 
orders for this special Program of Prog- 
ress issue pouring IN. 

Everyone knows the thousands of 
possibilities of error in any human un- 
dertaking and where type is concerned 
the chance is even greater. Readers of 
church bulletins see them often enough 
—like the classic where the devotional 
hymn, “J am thine, O Lord’’ was made 
to appear “I am thin, O Lord!” Just 
one letter—but what a difference! 


Miss. Churches Take 
Forward Strides for 


Program of Progress 


Edens and Bedinger Give 
Aggressive Leadership 


Mississippi News Letter 


With Ed Edens, Okolona elder, as 
chairman of the Synod of Mississippi’s 
Program of Progress Committee, and 
R. D. Bedinger serving as campaign 
director, members of this synod feel that 
they have an unbeatable combination. 
Early evidences indicate that if other 
synods in the General Assembly make 
comparable records the goals of the five- 
year program will be far exceeded. First 
step in the campaign was in Mr. Eden’s 
home church (151 members), where the 
program was immediately adopted and 
where on the first Sunday in November 
the entire five-year Foreign Missions 
offering $938) was pledged in five 
minutes, and paid in two weeks. Mem- 
bers said they wanted Mr. Edens’ home 
church to be the first to raise its quota. 
The Okolona church exceeded its one- 
year quotas for Rally Day and Home 
Missions, it plans to open two chapels 
this year (one for Negroes), and all 
its officers have agreed to lead their 
people in a tithing campaign during 
January, February and March of this 
year. With such backing, Mr. Edens 
is spending four days a week on this 
job—without financial remuneration. By 
mid-December he and Dr. Bedinger has 
visited all five presbyteries and assisted 
in organizing promotional committees 
for the program in each of them. Mr. 
Edens has visited two-thirds of the 
churches in East Mississippi Presbytery 
and every church has endorsed the pro- 
gram, agreeing to underwrite every 
financial objective. 


Laymen Lead Aggressive 
Campaign for Full Program 


All over Mississippi the Progress Pro- 
gram seems to be catching fire. Promi- 
nent laymen head its committees and 
all local churches are being thoroughly 
organized. Every effort is being made 
through early January group confer- 
ences to raise the full Foreign Missions 
quota this year. For Assembly’s Home 
Missions, 55 of 76 churches which had 
reported by December 15, indicated that 
the full quota for that cause would be 
raised this year. The Pickens church 
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has no pastor, but S. L. McCullouch 
is serving as supply. That church ex- 
ceeded Rally Day and Home Missions 
quotas, and has raised all of its assign- 
ment for War Relief. Central church, 
Jackson, led by its 38 officers, in a ten- 
weeks’ tithing period, gave $6,500 over 
and above regular offerings of about the 
same amount. 


State’s New Senator (Deacon Stennis) 
Pledges to Plow Straight Furrow 


The state’s new senator, John Stennis, 
elected in November, is chairman of 
the board of deacons in the DeKalb 
church. Mississippi Presbyterians (and 
citizens generally) are taking consider- 
able pride in having him in Washington 
as their spokesman. Senator Stennis’ 
creed, from which he did not deviate 
in his campaign, was: “I want to plow 
a straight furrow right down to the 
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end of my row. This is my political 
religion and I have lived by it too long 
to abandon it now. . . . With it I shall 
rise or fall.” 


Judge Julian Alexander Heads 
Freedom Train Committee 

In preparing for the coming on Janu- 
ary 12 of the Freedom Train to Jackson 
(with no segregation), the Mayor ap- 
pointed Judge Julian Alexander, promi- 
nent Presbyterian and member of the 
State Supreme Court, as general chair- 
man of his committee. Said Judge Alex- 
ander: ‘‘The project is too fundamental 
and timely to refuse this call to public 
service. I bespeak for this cause the 
cooperation of all our people not only 
through a sympathetic interest in its 
purpose, but also a readiness to respond 
to any call to lend a hand toward its 
success.”’ . 





Prospects 


for 1948 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





qQHE PASSING of another milestone 
of the years, with the opening of 
the new year of 1948, reminds us 
again how curiously inscrutable the 
future is for all the children of men. 
How do we know 
what this new year 
will bring forth? 
Anything is possi- 
ble, peace or war, 
further disintegra- 
tion of an already 
unstable world or a 
gradual convales- 
cence of the ailing 
nations. 

This special in- 
security in which we live, in an age in 
which one civilization is dying and an- 
other is powerless to be born, is, how- 
ever, not unique. It is typical of the 
insecurity in which the children of men 
have always lived. Every new year is 
an adventure into which we must, as 
Abraham of old, go out, not knowing 
whither we go. 

We know a great deal about the past. 
That is the mark of the greatness of 
man. We know little about the future. 
That is a reminder of our weakness. 
Our knowledge of the past symbolizes 
the human capacity to comprehend and 
to make history. Our ignorance of the 
future symbolizes our involvement in 
history. 

For several centuries modern men 
have given themselves to the fond illu- 
sion that man was a weak creature 
who was gradually becoming strong 
enough to move toward the complete 
mastery of his own historical destiny. 
The argument was that just as we were 
once limited by nature, but gradually 
gained ascendency over natural forces, 
so we would also, though at first sub- 
ject to historical vicissitudes, gradually 
triumph over history itself. 

Actually the technical instruments by 





Dr. Niebuhr 


which we conquered nature produced a 
vast web of history which seems to 
dwarf the will and the action of the in- 
dividual even more than our fathers’ 
wills were dwarfed by nature. 

The fact is that man never changes 
his position of being partly the master 
and partly the creature of historical 
events. We do have to make fateful de- 
cisions; and the future frequently de- 
pends upon the quality of these de- 
cisions. In that sense we determine the 
future. But none of these decisions 
is made in a vacuum. 


The vast pattern of historical destiny 
is either a realm of complete confusion 
or it is under a more powerful Sovy- 
ereignty than our own will or the com- 
bination of any number of human wills. 
The faith by which those live, who are 
informed by a biblical religion, is that 
a divine providence does govern this 
vast pattern and that we may, there- 
fore, approach the future with serenity 
rather than hysteria, knowing “that 
neither life nor death—things present 
nor things to come—shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God.” 


Without such a faith mankind oscil- 
lates between an optimism which places 
a too great reliance upon the strength 
of the human will and a pessimism 
which has discovered the inability of the 
human will to bend historical desti-y 
to human wishes. 


If we cannot move into this new year 
by the serenity of such a faith we are 
not likely to achieve any decent spiritual 
equilibrium. We will be betrayed by 
our hopes for a month or two and then 
we will be betrayed by our fears. The 
momentary vicissitudes of our genmera- 
tion are bound to vary tremendously. 

We must find a way of faith which 
will help us to meet the promise, and 
not to fear the terror of tomorrow. 

(Copyright, 1948, by RNS) 
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Rotary Leaders Hear 
International President 

President Ken Guernsey, of Rotary 
International, spoke to a group of more 
than 300 Rotarians from about 40 Mis- 
sissippi clubs in Jackson in December. 
Many prominent Presbyterian laymen 
and a number of Presbyterian minis- 
ters who are Rotarians attended (R. 
Girard Lowe, R. S. Lowe, J. M. Looney, 
W. J. Caldwell and R. S. Woodson). 
President Guernsey said: ‘‘No one can 
tell what new weapon will be used in 
the next war, but it is clearly apparent 
to me that in the war after the next 
war will be sling shots and bows and 
arrows and war clubs.” He appealed 
for patience with the United Nations, 
ealling attention to the many years 
which were required to frame the Con- 
stitution of the U. S. and to mould 
the thirteen original colonies into a 
nation. 


First Negro Presbyterian 
Chapel Opens in Jackson 

Under the sponsorship of the aggres- 
sive Presbyterian Council of Jackson, 
Faith Chapel for Negroes held its first 
service December 28 when W. J. Gipson, 
the minister, made the principal ad- 
dress. The building, formerly an army 
chapel, was rebuilt at a cost of about 
$15,000. Approximately 400 persons at- 
tended the first service, 125 of them 
being white people. So far, there is 
only one Negro resident Presbyterian 
in Jackson, though there are 15,000 to 
20,000 unchurched Negroes in the city. 
A friendly atmosphere prevailed in the 
opening service with white people cor- 
dially shaking hands and greeting 
Negroes. One white woman said, ‘“‘Noth- 
ing like this could possibly have hap- 
pened here 25 years ago.” 


Miscellany 
Jackson’s campaign for $200,000 for 
Belhaven College is nearly complete. A 
campaign for a like amount among the 
churches outside of Jackson is now 
under way. . A leadership school 
with able teachers is to be held in Cen- 
tral church, Jackson, February 15-21. 
Many churches of the synod 
have either completed new church build- 
ings or contemplate building programs 
in the near future: Jackson First, Cen- 
tral, Fondred and Westminster; Phila- 
delphia, Louisville, Starkville, Tunica, 
Greenville, Vicksburg, Itta Bena and 
Carthage. . . President Vandiver, of 
Chamberlain-Hunt Academy, reports a 
fine attendance this year and hopes to 
be able to accommodate 150 boys next 
year when the new building is com- 
pleted. 
ROBERT S. WOODSON. 
Yazoo City. 


NEXT WEEK’S NEWS LETTERS 
from 
Georgia 
Texas 
Missouri 
Then: Tennessee, South Carolina 
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Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 
EDITORIAL 
This Issue 


In order to devote full attention to 
the imperative of the Program of Pro- 
gress, practically all of this issue is 
given over to that important considera- 
tion. Several regular features are 
omitted to make this possible. This 
year’s salute to ten Notable Presby- 
terians, selected by the editors, is being 
postponed to a February issue. Other 
important articles, now deferred, will 
come soon. 

At this point we wish to express our 
heartfelt thanks to the leaders of the 
Program of Progress and the directors 
of the work of our church’s executive 
committees for their wholehearted co- 
operation in making this sizeable issue 
possible. Difficulties in the securing of 
paper and in the arrangement of print- 
ing made a short working period in 
preparation necessary, but notwith- 
standing that hazard, all hands worked 
with a will and we are grateful. 

We are also grateful to synod and 
presbytery leaders of the Program of 
Progress and to pastors and congrega- 
tional chairmen for their intense in- 
terest in this special issue and their en- 
thusiastic efforts to have copies dis- 
tributed where they will serve the high- 
est purpose, 
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We send the paper forth with the 
earnest prayer that it will arouse our 
church to the demands of the hour and 
will assist in the complete fulfilment of 
every phase of this broad-gauge pro- 
gram. 


No Slack Anywhere 


This special issue points up the im- 
mediate challenge of Foreign Missions 
to the church and the call to raise or 
pledge $4,000,000 this month for this 
cause, It also shows that it can be done 
—that it is being done in many places 
in the Assembly, as churches, under ag- 
gressive leadership, take the full quotas 
assigned. 

The other objectives in the program: 
a deeper Stewardship and a more 
thorough Every Member Canvass; a 
sustained effort in Evangelism; a full 
underwriting of the church’s amazing 
opportunities in Hom Missions, particu- 
larly in the present call to expand in 
populous areas and the fundamental of 
adequately caring for our missionaries; 
the Religious Education goal and its 
year-by-year Rally Day support for 
necessary and long-over-due expansion 
and equipment; the heart-felt call to 
provide generously for War Relief and 
to make whatever contribution we can 
make to relieve human suffering and to 
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plant seeds of peace across the world; 
to establish chapels and to build up the 
morale of our present church member- 
ship—all these lay hold upon us and 
challenge us to do our utmost in their 
behalf. 

There are other items in the Program 
of Progress, no less important than any 
of these. They are to be supported in 
less spectacular ways—no special offer- 
ings, no drives in their behalf. Instead, 
they must be placed in the regular 
benevolence budgets of synods, presby- 
teries and local congregations. They 
must be placed in the new budgets now 
being made up, for much depends upon 
the full support of our Negro Work pro- 
gram, our Christian Education objec- 
tives with special attention to the thou- 
sands of young people on our college 
and university campuses who must be 
provided a spiritual ministry, and the 
Assembly’s Training School which des- 
perately needs the equipment which the 
approved percentage of benevolences 
will bring. 

Therefore, as you observe the special 
seasons, educate about the needs, take 
the special offerings, do not neglect at 
the same time to make sure that the full 
percentages authorized by the General 
Assembly are going to these other 
causes as well, 





The Fable of the Feeble Farm-Hand 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Jesus, knowing . . . that he was come 
from God, and went to God . . . took 
a towel, and girded himself . . . and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet.”— 
John 13:3-5. 


N THE MOUNTAINS they tell a story 

about a man who got a job on a 

farm. He claimed not to be afraid 
of any kind of work, so the farmer 
installed him in the tenant’s house, and 
the next day the new man started in. 
It was noticed, however, that five 
minutes of any sort of work was about 
the most he could stand. After that he 
would retire to the shade till the boss 
dragged him out again. The farmer 
kept his temper and his curiosity all 
day, but at night he gave way to both. 

“What do you mean,” he inquired, 
“not afraid of work?” 

“Well,” the hired man replied, ‘‘it 
ain’t that I’m afraid of it. I can do 
any sort of work at all, only I can’t 
stoop, nor bend, nor lift.’’ 

Wait, brother, before you laugh. The 
Lord’s vineyard is full of feeble farm- 
hands and maybe you and_I are two of 
them. The work of this world calls 
for a lot of stooping and bending and 
lifting. It would all be fun if it weren’t 
for that. But there they are, and if you 
won’t stoop nor bend nor lift you won’t 
pull much weight in this world. 

Stooping—that means getting down 
close to the ground, not standing to 
your full height. Most jobs call for it. 
There is drudgery connected with all 
jobs, annoying trifles that call for at- 


tention. Your valuable talents seem to 
be wasted on these minute concerns, 
but they have to be looked after all the 
same. Whether it is washing dishes or 
grading papers or currying a cow or 
running a mimeograph machine or 
making figures balance, there is a lot 
of insignificant work to be done by 
(let us hope) significant people. The 
teacher must stoop to his duller pupils, 
the preacher to his spiritually illiterate 
listeners, the mother to her children, 
the editor to the half-baked reader, 
the merchant to his unreasonable cus- 
tomers, the statesman to the confused 
voter, the far-sighted planner to the 
short-sighted politician. 

Bending—that means flexibility, just 
the opposite of standing stiff and 
straight. The worker in any line who 
will atempt nothing new, for whom 
theory is more important than prac- 
tice, who will not break a rule even to 
maintain a principle, who can neither 
learn nor forget anything, who counters 
every challenge of new work with the 
retort, ‘‘That’s not in my line,”—such 
a worker is not much use except on 
simple routine jobs. 

And lifting—getting the shoulder 
under the dead weight, putting all the 
muscles into one hard heave, working 
directly against gravity, against all the 
pull of the solid earth that is 
what brings the sweat. And if you 
won’t sweat you don’t work. We all 
know there is lifting to be done, but 
most of us walk around and look, and 
pass on; we don’t even look for the 
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crowbar. The most idealized labor has 
a lot of lifting in it. Miss Maude Vin- 
son, who has taught enough boys and 
girls to know, laments the fact that 
“learn” is not a transitive verb. The 
teacher has to do it, whether it’s gram- 
matical or not, she says. Some children 
can be taught, but most of them, by 
and large, have to be learnt; the teacher 
has to sit down with them and learn 
them, line by line, in a long grind. 
There is no way out of it. No pulleys, 
no automatic jacks, no improved ma- 
chinery, can do away with the necessity 
for the sheer dead lift, somewhere this 
side of success. 


UR LORD knew all this. 
workman of the race, 
what it is to stoop, and bend, 
and lift. The infinitee condescension of 
the God who dared to be man we cannot 
imagine even to ourselves. Yet even 
as a man he had to stoop every day. 
The act of taking a towel on that night 


Master- 
he knew 
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in the upper room was only making 
dramatic what he had been doing all 
his life with those men. Dealing with the 
dim ordinary minds of his disciples, giv- 
ing them only simple truths they could 
remember, lowering his transcendent 
genius to the level of the Galilean fisher- 
man—he who was their Master had 
always been their servant. And bend- 
ing—how he bent himself to every need! 
To the able thinker Nicodemus he would 
speak in profound riddles; to the 
peasant woman in clear simple parable; 
to children very little talk at all, only 
the warmth of his arms and his mur- 
mured blessings. If to the proud he was 
a searing flame, to the sick of heart he 
was a light of hope. 

And lift. . . we shall never know the 
weight that fell on him. If in some 
tragic hour we feel the weight of some 
other’s sin or sorrow upon our mind 
and heart, we find the burden all but 
insupportable. Yet the Lord laid on 
him the iniquity of us all—he hath 
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borne our sorrows and carried our 
griefs. We shall never know what it 
cost him. There were those who had 
measured that weight, who had written 
of it and lamented it; but there was 
none to lift it, till he came. He who 
need carry no burden, has borne all of 
ours. 


UT—he will not save the world 

alone. The fields are white, but if 

we work in them we, too, shall 
have to stoop, and bend, and lift. This 
thing we call evangelism—what is it 
but stooping, and bending, and lifting? 
If we will not stoop to what (we think) 
is far beneath us, we shall never really 
touch the lost. If we cannot bend out 
of our rigid ways, if we do not know 
how to become all things to all men, 
we shall be of little use. If the plight 
of men is a thing only to be observed, 
and not a real burden on our souls, 
then we shall not know the fellowship 
of the working Lord. 


We Can Reach These Goals 


Progress is the effort of our de- 

nomination to meet, in part at 
least, the growing tension in our world. 
No church which is vital can be com- 
placent about conditions which are de- 
veloping all around us. Neither can any 
church which is intelligent assume that 
we have the spiritual power and the ma- 
terial support to meet the challenge of 
our times. It, therefore, becomes a de- 
nomination to set for itself a goal be- 
yond the ordinary. 

Our General Assembly at its meeting 
last May took full account of these 
conditions which threaten us at home 
and abroad. A carefully planned pro- 
gram was presented to the commis- 
sioners. Full discussion was had. Special 
prayer was offered for our direction. 
Significantly, when the whole plan had 
been fully presented, when it had been 
thoroughly discussed, and when the 
commissioners had had their attention 
called to the alternative either of vot- 
ing this proposal down, or getting solidly 
behind it, they voted unanimously for 
it. 

The Presbyterian Program of Prog- 
ress falls rather naturally into three 
parts. Each of these is important. Each 
is possible for our denomination, if it 
is undertaken in the spirit of prayer 
and determination. 


The first goal is EVANGELISTIC. We 
are working at the task of Evangelism 
in a wholesome, encouraging spirit in 
our denomination these days. We re- 
ceived more members on profession of 
faith last year than we had ever done 
in the history of the church; but we 
must not be satisfied. This Program 
involves the preaching of evangelistic 
sermons in our pulpits. It encourages 
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the giving of the invitation by our own 
pastors at the conclusion of their serv- 
ices. {t contemplates teams of men and 
women going out through our communi- 
ties in visitation evangelism. It looks to 
the establishment of more chapels. It 
includes a much stronger and better 
supported program in reaching our 
Negro brethren. The goal contemplates 
200,000 new members in our church 
won to Christ on profession of faith 
in the next five years. 

The second goal is CHURCH AT- 
TENDANCK AND CHRISTIAN 
GROWTH. We have in our membership 


too many unidentified, unassociated, 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM 
Points to three parts—all important. 


and unavailable Christians. There is 
not a live civic club in America which 
would think of tolerating the loose re- 
lation of its members to the organi- 
zation witnessed in every great Prot- 
estant denomination. Our church mem- 
bers must be checked and enlisted. Fur- 
thermore, there must be growth in the 
Christian life of our people. A good 
deal of the distressing disunity which 
has marked our denomination this year 
and for some years past could have been 
averted if our laity had been better 
trained and if it were more fully aware 
of the heritage and purposes of Prot- 
estantism. Our church schools and our 
group organizations must reach more 
members and do a more efficient work. 


In the third place, this program en- 
compasses our GIFTS TO THE 
CHURCH. Last year in our denomi- 
nation we gave over $26,000,000 for all 
the causes of the church at home and: 
abroad. This plan contemplates over a 
five-year period our increasing the total 
of our gifts to the various benevolent 
causes of the church by $7,850,000. 
More than half of this amount goes 
to the support and extension of our 
work in other countries where the need 
is alarming. The remainder of it is for 
various needs within our own area at 
home. 


I would say unhesitatingly that this 
program deserves the loyal support of 
every member of our denomination and 
will prove a spiritual blessing to the 
church if we make it succeed. Surely 
the Spirit of God has guided us in the 
formulation of the plan. The same Spirit 
will direct us and bless us in the issue 
of it. 
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Introducing the Program of Progress Features 





It Will Take a Spirit! 


F THE far-flung goals of the five-year 
Program of Progress are realized 
(perish the thought of its failure!) 

they will be realized because Presby- 
terians have again manifested a spirit 
which they must have to gain any such 
objective. Fundamentally, of course, it 
means that we must respond to the Holy 
Spirit of God—the Spirit of Power, the 
Energizing Force of the Eternal—and 
evidences of the spirit of which we write 
are evidences of that Spirit. 

Yes, it will take a spirit if we are to 
win a half-million new members in the 
next five years—but it can be done. It 
will take a spirit if we are to establish 
1,250 chapels—but that can be done. 
It will likewise take a spirit if we are to 
secure $7,850,000 over and above our 
regular gifts—that too can be done— 
perhaps that will be the easiest of all. 


They Backed Ed Edens 


It will take a spirit like that in the 
Okalona, Miss., church which sent its 
Ed Edens out to challenge the synod to 
the full meeting of its goals, enabling 
him to say, ‘‘My folks at home have al- 
ready done it. So I know you can do it 
too.” It will take a spirit like Ed 
Edens’ who is giving, without financial 
remuneration, four days of each week 
to the promotion of this program in Mis- 
sissippi. 

It will take a spirit like that of Roy 
LeCraw who directs the total program 
and who was offered (as we heard it) 
$10,000 a year as a salary comparable 
to the demands and comparable to 
salaries commanded by a man like 
Colonel LeCraw. But this busy insur- 
ance executive, former mayor and civic 
leader of Atlanta, said, ‘“‘Nothing do- 
ing!’”” Not even a dollar a year would 
he take as recompense. That spirit has 
fired many another to fall in line for an 
all-out push ahead. 

It will take a spirit like that displayed 
by the leaders of the Woman’s Auxiliary 
who turned the power of their group 
conferences and the magnificent organi- 
zational efficiency of that enterprise to 
focus on this one thing—the Program— 
until every woman in the church should 
come to know and be enthusiastic about 
achieving it. 

Men of the Church, in every depart- 
ment from Assembly’s Council to local 
leaders, have caught the spirit which it 
will take and are giving this task Num- 
ber One Priority. 

This is seen in a man like N. B. 
Ethridge of Norfolk, Va., spearhead of 
a Home Missions advance in Virginia, 
now moderator of his synod, who has for 
several years been leading the Norfolk- 
Newport News-Portsmouth area to tre- 
mendous achievements in colonizing 
churches, establishing outpost Sunday 


schools, opening new missions, and in 
countless ways helping to bring to bear 
upon pressing needs the resources of a 
united Presbyterian effort. 

Or, look at Colonel Endsley of Sweet- 
water, Tenn., (278 members) whose 
dynamic spirit has led the men of his 
congregation two months ago to pledge 
more than $5,000 on a $4,000 Foreign 
Missions quota. Colonel Endsley is 
chairman of the program for Knoxville 
Presbytery. 

It will take a spirit to get this thing 
done, but men and women and young 
people have caught the spirit. See the 
record-breaking numbers of accessions 
to the church in place after place where 
the Visitation Evangelism program has 
been thoroughly worked and where 
visitors, like the disciples of old, come 
back rejoicing at the evidence of the 
working of God’s Spirit in the hearts of 
men. 

This job calls for a spirit of daring 
like that of the thirty-eight elders and 
deacons of the Central church, Jackson, 
Miss., who led their people in a ten- 
weeks tithing campaign which included 
current Program of Progress quotas and 
their own building fund. At the end of 
the ten weeks, Central church counted 
$6,500 over and above regular offerings 
which amounted to approximately the 
same amount. 


In Gaffney, it’s Done! 


In Gaffney, S. C., the 260-member 
church is reported to have raised its en- 
tire five-year quota for the Program of 
Progress at one time—a full $3,000! It 
takes that spirit. 

Or, see the president of a church col- 
lege who testifies to his own experience 
of tithing since he was a child. For 
years he has tithed his income on be- 
half of his college. A second tithe goes 
each year into his church. In addition 








ROY LeCRAW 
Not even a dollar a year. 


to these two tithes, he gives generously 


to outside agencies, Red Cross, Com- 
munity Chest, and the like. You see, 
he has the spirit, and the church can 
have it—must have it—will have it— 
to do this job ahead. 

Is your church ready to take its place 
in the line now forming? Has your ses- 
sion joined with the General Assembly 
and all the synods in giving enthusiastic 
endorsement and support? Have you 
cleared the schedule of your church to 
give this Number One effort the right- 
of-way? If not, now’s the time. 

Then, have you found your place to 
take hold in this really big endeavor? 
If not, keep looking until you do. Keep 
right on after somebody until you get 
a job that’s big enough to challenge 
everything in you for this great effort. 
When you keep on like that, they will 
know you have caught the spirit and if 
they don’t have it, they will catch it too. 





Challenge to the Church in 1948 


QUESTION: In your judgment, what is the outstanding challenge to 


our church in 1948? 


1. The Presbyterian Program of Progress, by all means! It tran- 
scends every other issue. It is our great challenge to present Christ to 
the world.—PHILLIP F. HOWERTON, General Agent, Life Insurance, 


Charlotte, N. C. 


2. To support the church’s Program of Progress to the end that more 
people everywhere may be reached for Christ—McALISTER CARSON, 


Insurance, Charlotte, N. C. 


3. To pursue Christian unity as the one hope of preserving our civili- 
zation which means, specifically, wholehearted participation in every phase 
of the ecumenical movement.—HAROLD KILPATRICK, Executive Secre- 
tary, San Antonio (Texas) Council of Churches, 
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The Program of 
Progress 
—offers our church her broad- 
est opportunity and demands her 
finest efforts. The time has come 
for us to unite in support of these 


causes which serve the church and 


the Kingdom. 
Mary Baldwin 
College 


1842-1948 


Staunton, Virginia 
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If They Can Do It, So Can We! 


Northern Baptists set out for $14,- 
000,000 on a World Missions Crusade; 
pledges totaled $16,163,000. 

Presbyterians, USA, have a goal of 
$27,000,000 for their Restoration Fund, 
more than half of which goes to For- 
eign Missions. Already, they are within 
calling distance, with more than $23,- 
500,000 in cash and pledges. They call 
it “The greatest single enterprise the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, has ever 
undertaken” and the response to the 
challenge has been tremendous. 

Episcopalians have a Reconstruction 
and Advance Fund for which an original 
goal of $5,000,000 was boosted to $8,- 
800,000, with approximately $7,300,000 
already in. In addition, a World relief 
fund of $1,000,000 was raised in 1947 
and another million is being sought in 
1948. 

Disciples of Christ set out last Sep- 
tember for $14,000,000 in a Crusade for 
a Christian World. 

The eight member denominations of 
the National Lutheran Council con- 
ducted a $10,000,000 campaign for 
Lutheran World Action in 1946-47 and 
indications are that this was a full suc- 
cess. This year the United Lutheran 
Church in America plans to double its 
apportionment receipts, going from 
$2,750,000 to $5,500,000. In 1948 
Lutheran World Action seeks $4,000,- 
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000. Looking toward 1950, plans are in 
the making by the United Lutheran 
Church in America for a “Christian 
Higher Education Year’? when the goal 
for colleges and seminaries will be $6,- 
000,000. 


Congregational Christian Churches 
are in the midst of a $6,500,000 effort 
on behalf of relief, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction, in addition to regular 
benevolences (these other campaigns 
are over-and-above too). The Congre- 
gational Christian campaign will end 
next December 31 and plans now call 
for another “Advance Movement” in ex- 
cess of present efforts. 


The Evangelical and Reformed Church 
last July 1 closed its Emergency World 
Service campaign for $2,000,000—over- 
paid. For the next three years there is 
a similar campaign for relief, restora- 
tion and advance with a minimum goal 
of $3,000,000. 


Most spectacular and far-reaching of 
all, because of their seven million mem- 
bers, has been the year-by-year Crusade 
for Christ by the Methodists, setting up 
one goal one year, reaching it, then go- 
ing on to another and another. On the 
financial objective, they set up a goal 
of $25,000,000 and subscribed $27,000,- 
000. To date, $26,982,189 is paid in. 
They crusaded for World Order and 
they stabbed awake consciences all 
across America. They set out for a mil- 
lion new members in a year and they 
got them. They spent a year stressing 
stewardship and now they are spending 
a year focusing their attention on the 
Sunday school. 


Christians in America are taking 
hold, they are on the march. A note of 
victory is in the air. 


If we can learn from the sucesses of 
others we can also learn from their 
difficulties. One leader in another de- 
nomination writes about what he calls 
“real dangers and genuine problems.” 
He lists three: 


“1. Too much of the effort is still in- 
tangible to the masses in the church. 
We must bring it out of the clouds and 
make it the way of life, the working 
plan of every church and every Chris- 
tian. 


**2. Too many churches are indefinite 
in their commitments to the financial 
goal. Churches are reluctant to face 
such goals until the people are 
thoroughly committed. In some quar- 
ters these goals have not been em- 
phasized as they should have been. 

“3. A major factor is the provincial- 
ism of our churches. They are practic- 
ing a practical isolationism, feasting on 
the bounties of religious prosperity and 
as yet throwing crumbs to the millions 
of God’s unsaved children around the 
world, 

“We must move out of the intangible, 
the indefinite, the indecisive—to tangi- 
ble, definite and decisive. Decision and 
action must come—and they must come 
now! A lost world awaits the ministry 
of a church on crusade!” 
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Evangelism Leads the Program 


HE METHODISTS won a million 

new members in a year; Disciples 

of Christ are working for 900,000 
additions by June, 1950; Presbyterians, 
USA, have a goal for January 1950, of 
1,000,000 members won, 100,000 lay 
workers trained for evangelism, and 300 
new churches; Episcopalians have in- 
augurated a new effort in evangelism 
which calls for careful preparation of 
the ministers in December, a visitation 
of all the people by lay visitors in Feb- 
ruary and a corporate communion of the 
whole church on the first Sunday in 
Lent, February 15. Most denominations 
have similar goals today. 

Presbyterians, US, under the aggres- 
sive leadership of their director of evan- 
gelism, Howard H. Thompson, and the 
Assembly’s Committee on Evangelism, 
are setting similar goals and reporting 
like successes. In the five-year Program 
of Progress the spearhead of the move- 
ment is Evangelism with goals which in- 
clude: (1) 500,000 new members; and 
(2) a thorough and continuing pro- 
gram of Visitation Evangelism carried 
on by a group of trained workers in 
every church, 


To Win 100,000 a Year— 


The addition of 100,000 members a 
year will require far greater effort by 
the entire church than has been for- 
merly observed. Last year saw the 
greatest net growth in the church’s his- 
tory. This came by the addition of 23,- 
121 on profession of faith, and 40,127 
by certificate. For the next five years 
the annual goals are as follows: 


Profession Certificate 


1948— 30,000 70,000 
1949— 35,000 65,000 
1950— 40,000 60,000 
1951— 45,000 55,000 
1952— 50,000 50,000 


Now, you may be asking, with such 
goals as these, how are the various de- 
nominations coming along? What is 
their progress in their variously-named 
Programs of Progress? 

Methodists, we have already noted, 
added their million members (this was 
not a net gain, of course). Early in 
their Crusade for Christ (about in 
1945) they launched effective visitation 
evangelism programs, bringing many 
ministers and laymen to the cities for 
training and for full-scale efforts for sevy- 
eral days, then sending them home to 
work the plan in their own churches. 
Hundreds—thousands—of new Chris- 
tians were won in this way and the visi- 
tation pattern became a regular part of 
the church’s program. 

Disciples of Christ are making great 


gains. To date they have conducted 107 
special evangelistic projects with ap- 
proximately 2,000 ministers participat- 
ing. More than 17,500 new members 
have come from these efforts alone. In 
their cities, churches joined with each 
other: Kansas City reported 633 deci- 
sions; Des Moines, more than 500; St. 
Joseph, Mo., 267; Pittsburgh, 200; 
Indianapolis, 500. One minister said, 
“This is the nearest to Pentecost I’ve 
ever seen.’”’ Continuing results will come 
from the work of the 2,000 ministers 
who carry on in their own congrega- 
tions and communities. 

Presbyterians, USA, through their 
New Life Movement, are taking tremen- 
dous strides. In Omaha, 237 pastors, 
calling with laymen, won 1,089 decisions 
in the first three nights. The great days 
of evangelism are not in the past, they 
are saying, they are here today! During 
the ministers’ training schools about 
5,000 laymen had special training and 
experience, as they march toward their 
goal of 100,000 laymen trained for this 
work. Last year’s statistics show that 
these Presbyterians added on profession 
and reaffirmation of faith the largest 
number since 1929, and one of the 
largest numbers in this century. With 
one year completed, the New Life Move- 
ment is bringing a definite upswing in 
evangelism, and in total accomplish- 
ments it is far ahead of what was ex- 
pected by this time. 


US Presbyterians Too 


Southern Presbyterians have been 
showing what the visitation evangelism 
program can do in all kinds of cities, 
communities and villages. It has been 
worked singly and by groups. Here are 
recent results, showing the number of 
decisions, though in each case more are 
being recorded: 


Charleston, §S. C., 152 
Roanoke, Va., 200 

Miami, Fla., 600 

Elkins, W. Va., 73 
Huntington, W. Va., 90 
Charlotte, N. C.,; 1,207 
Lexington Presbytery, 537 
Fort Worth, Texas, 300 
Chattanooga, 310 
Richmond, 600 

Dallas, 423 

Charleston, W. Va., 500 
Austin, Texas, 275 

Rio Grande Valley, 265 
Knoxville (US-USA), 500 
Bristol-Johnson City-Kingsport, 400. 


Of course, the Atlanta school last Jan- 
uary helped touch off this year’s vigor- 
ous program because many pastors re- 
ceived training in that school and went 
back home to do the same kind of job 
there. In addition, the tremendous re- 


sults and high spirit of the Atlanta cam- 
paign served as a kind of tonic to the 
church and new evidences of interest 
and confidence began to be seen through- 
out our boundaries, In the Synod of 
Georgia last year there was an increase 
of more than 40 per cent on profession 
of faith and more than 70 per cent by 
letter, 


Now, Dr. Thompson, the director, is 
calling for: (1) churches to pay the ex- 
penses of their pastors to enable them 
to take part in one of these visitation 
programs in some convenient center; 
(2) ministers with this experience to 
hold themselves in readiness to help 
other pastors in special weeks; (3) 
leaders to follow the tried pattern 
closely (varying from it, either by tak- 
ing short-cuts, or by making substitu- 
tions for definite requirements, invart- 
ably means less satisfactory results). 


Lasting Values of the Procedure 


While other kinds of evangelism are 
being continued, the visitation program 
is being doubly stressed as the normal, 
regular part of a church’s life. This 
program leaves in the church a group of 
trained workers who are willing, and 
often eager, to keep on. Their zeal 
spreads through the congregation and 
evangelism becomes normal in that 
church through a sustained program. 
Another result is that the members 
build up a far greater list of prospects 
than a pastor can possibly build by him- 
self. They become “prospect con- 
scious’’;they look for prospects every 
day. 


Another lasting value of this kind of 
evangelism is seen in the assimilation of 
the new members. Says Dr. Thompson, 
“Those who come into the church by 
way of the pulpit too often must be 
looked after by the pulpit. Those who 
are brought by the lay members are al- 
ready acquainted with those who 
brought them and thus there is estab- 
lished in the beginning a relationship 
that lends itself to integrating those 
who have been won into the worship 
and service of the church. 


During an eight-weeks period Dr. 
Thompson assisted in campaigns where 
approximately 5,000 decisions were 
secured by the cooperating churches, in 
addition to those coming through other 
efforts being made at the same time, In 
coming weeks visitation programs are 
scheduled for Tampa and Orlando, 
Florida; Augusta (Ga.) and Albemarle 
(N. C.) Presbyteries; Houston; New 
Orleans; and Memphis. 
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HE Presbyterian Program of Prog- 
ress is really the church express- 
ing its stewardship. The greatest 
possession of the church is Christ. The 
great tragedy of is that the 
church has kept Christ and not given 
him to the world. Maybe we did not 
really believe that ‘‘Christ is the only 
answer.’ Perhaps we do believe it, but 
have not translated this belief into per- 
sonal responsibility. Certainly 
true in the field of Christian 
ship of Possessions. 


history 


this is 
Steward- 


Last Vear’s Record 


Last year our church reached a new 
peak in its liberality, giving more per 
capita, and, of course, more in dollars 
and cents, than in any year of its his- 


tory. No church 
in North America 
with a member- 


much 
as one quarter of 
a million equaled 
record. It is 
hardly conceivable, 
however, that our 
giving last year 
the measure 
of our love toward 
Christ, as Paul says it should be, or of 
our ability to do the Lord’s work, for 
we give 3.6 cents per member per day 
to all benevolences. To all causes, in- 
cluding church buildings, local church 
work, etc., we gave a fraction less than 
12 cents per member per day. It is no 
wonder that the work of the church 
often bogs down because of lack of 
funds. It is no wonder that the testi- 
mony of the church is weak when the 
leading church seems to believe so little 
in the work committed to its hands by 
the Christ who is waiting to meet the 
needs of the world. 


ship of as 


our 





Dr. Patton was 


A New Opportunity 


The Presbyterian Program of Prog- 
ress presents a new opportunity for real 
Christian stewardship. We have been 
satisfied with little things, little goals, 
little budgets, little gifts, little pro- 
grams. These things do not call for a 
“Conviction that our material posses- 
sions are a trust from God, to be used in 
his service for the benefit of all man- 
kind.”’ People not saying, 
“‘How these Presbyterians love Christ— 
how these Christians love one another!” 


have been 


*Assembly’s Secretary of 
ship, Atlanta, Ga. 


Steward- 
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Christian Stewardship of Possessions 
and the 


Presbyterian Program of Progress 


By J. G. PATTON, JR.* 
¢ 


and the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress cannot continue to- 
gether. This Program causes us to face 
up to a vital opportunity. To meet it 
we will, first of all, 


This condition 


need 


A New Conviction 
Perhaps it would be more accurate 
for us to say we need to re-establish our 
convictions or to 
tions. 


vitalize our convic- 
This is not an easy thing to do, 
for it takes courage and determination. 
However, Christian people today must 
face frankly the condition of the world. 
It is not a pretty world, it is not even 
the kind of world would like to 
live in, but it is the world as we have 
made it and it is the world we must live 
in. It is a world of suffering, terror, 
hatred, greed and selfishness. It is a 
hopeless world and cannot long continue 
at its present gait. We need a real con- 
viction that Christ can meet the need 
of even such a world as this. We can 
have such a conviction only as we be- 
lieve that Christ is sufficient for our own 
needs and that his presence in our lives 
is the thing that makes life worth living. 
Only such a conviction will give to us 


we 


A New Vision 


We have become hardened to condi- 
tions about us, and such glorious words 
as peace, righteousness, hope, good- 
will, have all but lost their meaning. 
The church needs a new vision of Christ, 
healing the sick, raising the dead, bring- 
ing peace to hearts that are troubled. 
It is possible to see that Christ moving 
in our world, changing the conditions 
that lie about us and bringing men 
to a new way of life. We need a new 
vision of the place of the church in that 
world, of a church that is not satisfied 
just to run its own machinery and keep 
itself going, but a militant church, con- 
quering in the name of Christ and trans- 
forming a world by the power which he 
generates. A church of devotion and 
sacrifice and service which says to the 
world by deeds and not simply by words, 
that we believe that ‘“‘Christ is the power 
of God unto salvation.”” To make this 
vision real, it may be that we need 


A New Technique 


Certainly in the field of the Christian 
Stewardship of Possessions we need 
some kind of technique. Christ reminds 
us that “‘where your treasure is, there 


will your heart be also.’’ We have been 


afraid to tell men that they were re- 
sponsible for their earthly treasures. We 
have made our budgets very low and 
have soft-pedaled the matter of the giv- 
ing of our money. We have mentioned 
the fact that the scriptural standard of 
giving is the tithe, and have then apolo- 
gized for asking for from one to two 
per cent of the income of our people. 
The Presbyterian Program of Progress 
means progress in Christian Steward- 
ship, it means the dedication of property 
to God, it means the glorifying of giving, 
it means investing our treasures in the 
Kingdom of God, it means elevating the 
‘“eollection’’ from the place of a neces- 
sary evil to the central place of wor- 
ship in the life of the church, it means 
the bringing of our gifts to God until, 
like in the church of old, we shall be 
told, “It is enough.’’ We must develop a 
technique which is bold, thorough, con- 
tinuing, such as will honor Christ and 
bring to our people 


A New Joy 


The Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America 
said recently that the laymen of his de- 
nomination are saying, ‘“‘Give us some- 
thing to do for Christ and do not give 
us anything easy.” Many of our lay- 
men are saying the same thing. They 
are saying this because there is a deep 
conviction that only by thus serving 
will they experience that joy which 
comes from a fellowship with Christ. 
After all, the words joy and stewardship 
cannot be separated, and the quantity 
ot joy depends upon the quality of 
stewardship. Without Christian Stew- 
ardship of Possessions, the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress will be a 
failure. But worse than that, without a 
new sense of stewardship, Christian lives 
will be joyless and the world will be 
hopeless. 





CHRISTIAN’S capacity to do 

good as he passes through his 

earthly pilgrimage is _ enor- 
mously increased if in the providence 
of God he is entrusted with the con- 
trol of large wealth. In the end, 
wealth represents stored-up human 
energy. And the man who controls 
wealth can release human energy for 
the great positive and constructive 
tasks which are a part of the building 
of the Kingdom of God.—HOLMES 
ROLSTON in Stewardship Parables 
in the New Testament Church. John 
Knox Press. 
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For All the World--Christ the Only Answer 
This Is the Challenge! 


DAY OF OPPORTUNITY 
crisis is upon us. 


and 


A 


THE NEED OF THE WORLD FOR 
CHRIST WAS NEVER MORE 
DESPERATE THAN NOW 


It is a strange and terrifying prospect 
that confronts humanity today. Here 
we stand at the point of civilization’s 
farthest advance, yet the whole world 
is haunted by dark forebodings. The 
frightful power of the material instru- 
ments that we have created has set us 
to wondering uneasily whether men 
have character enough to be trusted 
with them. 

Actually it is not the bombs and 
rockets we fear. What underlies our 
anxieties is a fundamental distrust of 
man for man. We are full of doubts 
and misgivings about the intentions, 
motives, principles, incentives and be- 
liefs of our fellowmen. 

For this essentially spiritual condi- 
tion, only a spiritual solution will suffice. 
Economie and political measures will 
not be enough. The ills of our world 
cannot be banished merely by setting up 
some kind of world order; for after all, 
a new order does not rise except by the 
infusion of new power. The world can- 
not lift itself by its bootstraps. 

It is Christ that the world needs to- 
day in her dire distress. Men would 
have no reason to fear in a Christ- 
dominated world. Something must take 
place deep down at the bottom of things. 
Nothing less than the transformation of 


human life by the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit through faith in his Crucified Son 
is sufficient remedy for the ills of the 
world in which we live. 


This is Our Task 


This is not a call to match some pre- 
vious year’s record or to maintain some 
established standard. It is a summons 
to step radically forward in the supreme 
mission of taking the worid for Christ. 
To spread Christ’s Saving Power in the 


s * ib 
THIS ISSUE 
A Word of Explanation 


Most of the pages of this issue are in 
the hands of the various agencies of the 
church. They are using this space by 
arrangement with the publishers of 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to 
present the challenge of the five-year 
Program of Progress. Pages 9-29 and 
the cover pages are practically entirely 
in the hands of the committees and 
agencies which have primary responsi- 
mility for this program. With the cen- 
tral emphasis on Foreign Missions in 
January, pages 13-20 have been reserved 
by the committee charged with leader- 
ship in that endeavor. Other goals in 
the program which will continue from 
year to year are described on other 
pages. These too deserve your care- 
ful attention at this time-—-THE EDI- 
TORS. 


fields for which our church is respon- 
sible—in the Far East, and in Africa, 
Brazil and Mexico—is the task of For- 
eign Missions. 

To push radically forward in this 
work is the summons of the Foreign 
Mission phase of the Program of Pro- 
gress. 


A Plan of Action 


Facing our supreme task in this day 
of opportunity and crisis the Foreign 
Missions phase of the Program of Pro- 
gress presents a plan of action by which 
each one of us is called to a definite part 
in making a great forward movement 
possible, 


A Thorough Study and a Precise 
Schedule of Needs 


The action necessary to seize our 
present opportunity has been carefully 
plotted. A thorough survey has been 
made to determine the possibilities in 
each field. Definite plans for advance 
have been laid and the expenditures re- 
quired to carry these programs through 
have been listed in complete detail. 
Your missionary enterprise is ready to 
move forward powerfully the moment 
the Program of Progress funds are in 
hand to release the marching orders. 

In every field our missionaries are 
helpless in the face of the greatest op- 
portunities they have known— 


Until the Church Acts! 
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the needs cannot be exaggerated: 
A crisis is on in CHINA. A 
eat ideological conflict is raging in 
nich the influence of the Christian 
ovement might be the deciding factor. 
any believe that the fundamental issue 
day is Christ or Communism. Gen- 
alissimo Chiang Kai Shek urges that 
is is the time to press our Christian 
vantage in that country. 
What we are now doing is not 
ough. Vast territories remain totally 
ireached at whose evangelization we 
ve not yet made even a gesture. A 
issionary, on a seven mile ride out 
2m his Station in China, counted 257 
llages from the highway in not one 
which has the Gospel ever been 
oken. Little wonder that one of our 
issionaries, reviewing the circum- 
ances of the past few years, remarked, 
Ve have lost all initiative in the mat- 
r of new work.’”’ To restore that 
itiative in China our missionaries ask 
e whole-hearted support of the church 
rough the regular budget and the Pro- 
am of Progress, 
JAPAN is singularly open to the 
iristian Gospel following her defeat. 
ar traditional national faith has been 
wgely discredited, her military leaders 
‘ve been repudiated, and there is a 
lendliness on the part of the Japanese 
at amounts almost to cordiality. All 
cent visitors to Japan have sensed a 
adiness on the part of the people to 
ten to the Gospel as never before. 
1e churches are crowded. A Japanese 
inister recently remarked to our dep- 
ation during their visit to that coun- 
y, “There never was a time when it 
is as easy to do Christian work in my 
untry as now.”’ Manifestly, God has 
ven us a second chance in Japan. 
KOREA also appears today as a land 
destiny. Great spiritual issues are 
nging in the balance, and we need to 
‘engthen the Christian influence and 
stimony immediately. Schools, hos- 
tals, churches, chapels, institutes— 
| these must be set going again in 
der that Christianity may be built into 
e very foundation of the new Korea. 


[" HE ACUTENESS and urgency of 


THE RESTORATION TASK 


To revive and extend our work in the 
we East, we are suddenly confronted 
the necessity of having to restore or 
place properties which it has taken us 
shty years to acquire, 

The extent of these losses is stagger- 
z: 

At Kiangyin, China, 23 out of 26 
ildings constituting one of the finest 
‘ssion compounds in all the East have 
en completely destroyed. At Soo- 
ow, the entire western half of the 
asin hospital, the main ward of the 
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Consider the Far East 


psychopathic hospital, and the nurses’ 
home are gone. The Sutsien hospital 
is burned to the ground, as is also the 
residence of the missionary doctor. The 
boys’ school at Hwaianfu is completely 
destroyed. 


At Kunsan, Korea, the main building 
of the boys’ school has been burned. 
Little is left of the hospital building. 
At Mokpo, the large Bible class build- 
ing has been completely burned out. In 
Sunchon, the girls’ school is a total loss, 
having been destroyed by fire, and the 
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Alexander Hospital is a complete wreck. 

In Japan, all the. buildings of the 
Golden Castle Woman’s College were de- 
stroyed by fire except the chapel-audi- 
torium, and this was badly damaged by 
a direct bomb-hit. The property of the 
Carrie McMillan Home for girls has 





TWENTY THREE DESTROYED—At 

Kiangyin, in the Mid-China Mission, 

twenty-three of the twenty-six build- 

ings (below) were destroyed by fire 
during the war. 


be a8 ‘€ 7 
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been burned. The Theological Seminary 
in Kobe is a scene of desolation and 
ruin, only the dean’s residence remain- 
ing of the five buildings that composed 
the seminary plant. Many missionary 
residences have been destroyed. 

These are just a few examples. 

Even in cases where buildings are 
still standing, they are frequently found 
to be mere empty shells with only walls 
and roofs intact. Schools and hospitals 
have been stripped of all their equip- 
ment. Floors, window frames, staircases 
and doors have been torn away and 
burned. Homes have been completely 
divested of every valuable thing. Pic- 
tures have been snatched from the walls 
and trampled upon, furniture has been 
used for firewood, pianos have been 
broken to pieces for fuel and other uses, 
perscnal clothing has been appropriated 
by the looters and more valuable pos- 
sessions have been confiscated and 
shipped away. 


HIS WHOLE CONTINENT is stir- 
ring today with a new life. A 
rapid industrialization is under 

way. Native Africans are operating the 
complex machines of modern industry, 
men whose fathers had come out of the 
forests without knowing even the use of 
a wheel. Politically, movements toward 
self-determination are astir throughout 
the continent and the heart of Africa is 
throbbing with a new sense of destiny. 


Here is the Challenge of Africa to the 
Church Today 


Unless her spiritual growth can keep 
pace with her secular development, this 
continent of simple, childlike people 
may one day become a danger and a 
menace to the whole world. Will she 
play her part as a handmaid of right- 
eousness, moved by the impulses of the 
Gospel; or will she learn the arts and 
devices of human wisdom and employ 
them with only such conscience as is 
afforded by a reprobate heathenism? 


The Christian Church Still Has The 
Answer 


In our own field in the Belgian Congo 
all education is in the hands of the mis- 
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Every wrecked and gutted school, 
hospital, church, and missionary 
home is a God-sent challenge. 
Their restoration through the Pro- 
gram of Progress will provide des- 
perately needed instruments for the 
powerful Christian advance which 
is possible if we act how. 


OBJECTIVES FOR THE FAR EAST 


Reconstruction and repair of mission 


property; replacement of furniture, 

equipment, etc. 

WO GI 6 ccc teeescns $1,500,000 

Wr BD 4 66 os temesiceene $00,000 

I So. bid 9 dh waco ors 1,001,500 
NS 6 He wom heed ce ae $3,301,500 





CHIMNEY STANDS—Dr. Fulton (left) 

and Dr. Elliott, on their trip to the 

Orient last year, pause beside a lone 

chimney which stands amid the ruins of 
the seminary in Kobe, Japan. 


Look at Africa 


sionaries. Aside from one or two insti- 
tutions devoted to the training of nurses 
and doctors’ assistants, the government 
is doing nothing for the intellectual de- 
velopment of the masses. The 1,200 
schools that our mission maintains con- 
stitute the sole opportunity that the na- 
tives enjoy for education, except for a 
similar program under Catholic direc- 
tion. We have an unrivaled chance to 
mold the leadership of the Africa of the 
future. 

For fifty years we have controlled the 
entire literature of the people of the 
Kasai. From our own printing press in 
Luebo more than 3,000,000 pages of 
reading matter are broadcast each year 
throughout the region. What the peo- 
ple read is clean, wholesome, and up- 
building. 

The villages of the Congo are wide 
open to the Gospel. Scarcely a day 
passes in the Kasai but that some chief 
sends messengers, or comes in person, 
to our Mission Stations pleading with 
our missionaries to send an evangelist 
to open a school and a chapel in his 
community. It is the testimony of our 
missionaries that we can have any vil- 
lage in the Kasai for the asking. 


There Is No Time To Lose 


Our efforts must be greatly expanded 
to keep pace with the new opportunity. 
The transformation of Africa is coming 
with a speed and momentum that are 
almost unbelievable. The church must 





AFRICAN SERVICE—A folding or- 
gan and a man to play it give singing 
African children a chance to hold a 
a service anywhere. 

NATIVE PREACHER—Lumbala, a 

product of Christian education in 

Africa, is a gifted preacher in the 
Congo. 








act quickly, Our missionaries have 
plan of action which they look to tt 
Program of Progress to make possible} 
| 
A PROGRAM FOR THE CHRISTIAN 

ANSWER IN AFRICA 


1. The opening of new stations | 
reach the hundreds of untouched vi 
lages, 

2. The immediate development 
four institutions of higher learning 1 
multiply the native Christian leadershi; 





a. The expansion of the Morrisc 
Bible Schol for the training of natiy 
ministers and evangelists. 

b. The development of a high-grac 
normal school to supply better-qualifi¢ 
teachers for the hundreds of schools ¢ 
lower grade which make up our educi 
tional work. 

c. The establishment of a vccation: 
technical school where Congo youth wi 
be trained for the many technologic: 
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positions now opening to them with the 
expansion of industry. Such an insti- 
tution would enable us to capture the 
leadership of the fast-developing in- 
dustrial communities through Christian 
personalities with superior technical 
training. 


d. The erection of an a icultural 
school, The Kasai is qnnantiathe an 
agrarian community, and this project 
will have a far-reaching effect in raising 
the general standards of living, enhanc- 
ing the prosperity of the Christian com- 
munity in the villages strengthen- 
ing the economic basis of the Kasai 


churches and hastening the d ; 
ono somig g day of self- 


3. The equipping of present stations 
for more effective work through im- 
provement of schools, hospitals, chapels 
and homes. 


Some of our missionaries are still liv- 
ing in native houses. A hospital that 
treats 12,000 patients a year has no 
X-ray; another is still using a sterilizer 
| that has to be loaded three times to 
cleanse the materials for one operation. 


4. The provision of accessories of all 
' sorts to enable our missionaries to do 
’ more effective work, 


Some of the items: Portable organs, 
gramophones, maps, charts, typewriters, 
projectors, screens, books, desks, lab- 
oratories; machines, sawmills, presses, 
planers, gas-engines, cement mixers, 


F ALL THE Latin American coun- 
tries, Brazil is most open and 
friendly to the evangelical mes- 
; Sage. Indeed the Protestant Church in 
, Brazil is said to be the fastest growing 
, evangelical body in the entire world! 
; Between 1911 and 1938 the Protestant 
communicant membership increased by 
, 640 per cent! 

The peculiar challenge of Brazil to 
the Christian Church today consists in 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


JANUARY 12, 1948 





SEWING CIRCLE—Missionaries like Mrs. Longenecker (above) teach African 
girls and women how to run their homes—sewing, child care, and the like. 


welders; autoclaves, surgical instru- 
ments, operating tables, hospital beds, 
microscopes, traveling medical units; 
light and water systems, garages, store- 
houses, carpenter sheds, repair pits, 
brickyards and brick presses. 


Look at Brazil 


the immeasurable possibilities of her 
future growth as a great world power, 
in the commanding place she occupies in 
Latin American life, in her new friend- 
liness toward America, in her deep 
spiritual dissatisfaction with her tra- 
ditional religious heritage, and in the 
demands of a rapidly developing Prot- 
estantism. 

Our work in this great country has 
been fruitful beyond expectation. Yet, 


THE SUM NEEDED—$913,388.75 

The amounts necessary to inaugurate 
this pregram have been carefully listed, 
item by item. The sum to be provided 
through the Program of Progress is 
$913,388.75. 


the story is largely a chronicle of neg- 
lect. Our force in Brazil is no larger 
than it was twenty-five years ago. Never 
totalling more than half a hundred men 
and women, our missionaries have un- 
dertaken the prodigious task of plant- 
ing the Gospel in an area larger than 
that part of the United States east of the 
Mississippi River. With an empire in 
sight, we have sent enough men and wo- 
men to take a county. Theirs is an 
appealing story of patient, unremitting 
toil under conditions difficult enough to 
break the hearts of less courageous 
souls. Living often in spiritual isola- 
tion, far from their fellow workers in 
other Stations, buffeted by strong cur- 
rents of fanaticism and religious antag- 
onism, they have proclaimed the Chris- 
tian message to countless hungry hearts 
in Brazil. Little wonder that some of 
our workers are prematurely old, some 
are sick, some are tired and broken, all 
are carrying responsibilities that bid 
fair to exhaust their natural resources 
of body and spirit! 


A New Era In Our Christian Service 
In Brazil 


In the Program of Progress an oppor- 





GRADUATES — At the Patrocinio 
Training School for Lay Workers a 
new class of graduates makes ready 
to go out into pioneer work in Brazil. 
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MARCHING BOYS—At the Gammon Institute, largest re- GIRLS IN SCHOOL—fFor thousands of Brazilian girls like 
cruiting and training center for Christian youth in Brazil, these, Protestant schools offer the best opportunity to be 


boys are engaged in constructive enterprises. 


tunity is offered the church to inaugu- 
rate a new era in our Christian service 
to Brazil. Our Missions there have laid 
careful plans for a bigger work. The 
entire field has been surveyed and a 
strategy outlined along two principal 
lines: 


THE PLAN FOR ADVANCE IN 


BRAZIL 


1 The strengthening of our whole 
program for the development of lead- 
ers. 


a. The theological seminaries at Cam- 
pinas and Recife. 


b. The training school for lay workers 
at Patrocinio. 


ec. The Gammon Institute, the Fif- 


HE PROTESTANT MOVEMENT in 

Mexico possesses an amazing spirit- 

ual vigor and momentum. While 
numbering scarcely more than 50,000 
communicants, Protestantism wields an 
influence entirely out of proportion to 
its statistical strength. The little 
churches are characterized by a warm 
evangelistic fervor. This is reflected in 
the preaching which is directed toward 
the winning of men to Christ; in the 
hymns that are sung and the prayers 
that are offered; in the zeal for personal 
work; and in the outpost Sunday schools 
and preaching points. 

Last month a General Assembly was 
formed by the Presbyterian Church in 
Mexico. At that meeting, our Assem- 
bly’s Moderator, Dr. Cunningham, said, 
“‘We know of the loyalty and self-sacri- 
fice of your own Mexican ministers. 
They have moved constantly toward the 
goal of a self-supporting, self-governing 
and self-propagating church. ... You 
will be a constant inspiration to us.’ 

The chief obstacle to the growth of 
our work in Mexico is the half-hearted 
support that we have givenit. Oursisa 
vast field embracing the larger part of 


teenth of November School, the Agnes 
Erskine School and others. 


It is from these schools that the lead- 
ership of the Brazilian church has come, 
and it is to them that the church must 
look for its future leaders. This is our 
paramount need in Brazil. The growth 
of the evangelical church has completely 
outrun the supply of preachers. The 
shortage is seen in all types of workers 
—ordained ministers, evanglists, lay 
workers, and teachers for our educa- 
tional institutions. 


2. The broadening of our whole pro- 
gram of evangelism. 


A vast westward movement is under 
way in Brazil and new towns are spring- 


Look at Mexico 


four of the Mexican states. Hundreds 
of towns and villages lie untouched in 
this area. 


THE PLANS OF OUR MEXICO 
MISSION 


While contemplating a general 
strengthening of the entire program of 
work, the mission is concerned primar- 
ily with one outstanding need—the 
doubling of the number of mission sta- 
tions in order to extend the outreach 
of our Christian effort. 


A careful survey of the field has noted 
the strategic points that are ripe for the 
preaching of the Gospel. The program 
of advance calls for the increasing of 
our ten per cent centers of work to 
twenty, and for equipping these centers 





MEXICAN CHILDREN—Missionaries 

say there are scores of towns and 

villages where not even beginnings 

have been made to provide adequate 

Christian training for children and 
adults. 


trained for Christian service in home and community life. 


ing up along the frontier, especially in 
the great interior states of Matto Grosso 
and Goyaz, and in the Amazon Basin. 
These are without spiritual opportunity 
and present to the evangelical forces a 
challenge such as this generation has 
not seen for the expansion of Protes- 
tant work in that country. New sta- 
tions must be opened, churches and cha- 
pels built, and our missionaries must 
be provided with the means for a radical 
broadening of their outreach. 


THE SUM NEEDED—$749,437 


The investment necessary to enter 
upon this program has been carefully 
estimated and detailed schedules have 
been drawn. Our missionaries are ready 
and the program will begin as soon as 
the funds are provided. 


with the necessary tools of missionary 
operation. 


THE SUM NEEDED—$363,810 


The Program of Progress by provid- 
ing this fund will bring hundreds of 
thousands of people within the radius of 
our Christian testimony. 
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The Foreign Missions Objective 


N SETTING UP the five-year Pro- 

gram of Progress objectives, the As- 

sembly recognized the emergency 
in the work of Foreign Missions and 
asked that our churches undertake to 
provide the entire sum allotted for this 
cause by a special fund-raising effort 
to be carried out during the Foreign 
Missions season—January 1 to Febru- 
ary 1, 1948. 

The opportunities which now crowd 
upon our missionaries will not wait. 
There is tragic loss in any delay in the 
carefully planned programs of advance. 
With the $4,000,000 in extra funds 
above the normal contributions to For- 
eign Missions definitely assured this 
year, our Executive Committee can go 
ahead rapidly and efficiently. If the 
committee must wait from year to year 
to make its plans, it must move more 
slowly and cautiously, with the result 
that many urgent needs and God-given 
opportunities must be tragically neg- 
lected. 





FOREIGN MISSION ASKINGS IN THE 
PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
I. FOR RECONSTRUCTION— 


De GRA. civces $1,500,000 

In Japan....... 800,000 

BR MOPEBeccccce 1,001,500 
———— 3,301,500 

Il. FOR EXPANSION— 

In Africa....... 913,388 

ce OS 749,437 

In Mexico...... 363,810 
2,026,635 
TOTAL .ASKINGS....... $5,328,135 


PREVIOUSLY CONTRIBUTED $840,000 


PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
GOAL TO HELP MEET 
THESE ASKINGS 














JANUARY 12, 1948 


*® $4,000,000 To Be Underwritten 
in January 1948 


in the Program of Progress 


A Quota For Every Church 


Every church is asked to accept a 
quota as its share of the total goal. 
The success of the whole campaign 
hinges on the faithfulness of each 
church in providing its part. 


Thirty Month Pledges 


While there is urgent need that the 
entire sum of $4,000,000 be ynderwrit- 
ten in January, 1948, not all of this 
amount will be immediately expended. 
Many of our members will wish to have 
a larger share in this inspiring program 
of advance than they could provide in 
an immediate cash payment. Pledges 
payable over the next thirty months will 
therefore be accepted and pledge cards 
will be provided for this purpose. 


Special Gifts 


The full participation of all our peo- 
ple according to their ability will be 
necessary. The plans in all our foreign 
fields also provide many opportunities 
for large special gifts. The Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions will be 
glad to furnish information on oppor- 
tunities for memorial gifts and other 
special contributions. If this large un- 
dertaking is to succeed, our Presbyte- 
rian men and women of larger means 
will need to measure their responsibility 
in this great undertaking by their full 
ability, rather than by the limited stan- 
dard of their share in the quota of some 
individual church. 


THINK ON THESE THINGS 


If we believe that “Christ Is the Only 
Answer” to the world’s desperate need— 


What We Are Doing Now In Our 
Foreign Missions Enterprise Is Not 
Enough 


1. It costs more to support one large 
college or hospital in the United States 
than our church gives in a normal year 
for the entire maintenance of our far- 
flung work in foreign fields. A sum of 
approximately $1,400,000 annually pro- 
vides, in the mission fields, for the sup- 
port of more than 1,200 schools with 
approximately 50,000 students; 16 hos- 
pitals in which more than 100,000 pa- 
tients are treated each year; 2,000 
places of regular meeting that serve a 
Christian constituency of 175,000; 4,000 
native workers, preachers, teachers, 
evangelists, doctors and nurses; and a 
missionary force of 345 persons. 

2. In spite of the steadily increasing 
contributions to Foreign Missions in the 
last six or seven years, the total is still 
below that of 1926. The record: Last 
year—$1,376,932.05; 1928—$1,511,- 
300.54 from a membership less by 170,- 
000 than today, and with the 1947 dol- 
lay worth not more than 60 cents of 
the dctiar of 1928. 

3. The scope of our work has grown 





MONTREAT SCHOOL — Newly-ap- 
pointed missionaries gather at Mon- 
treat in August for training by ex- 
perienced workers from foreign fields. 
Below is shown last summer’s class, 
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materially in the last twenty years, but 
our total Foreign Mission force today 
numbers only 345 as compared with 
516 in 1926. 


4. The inflationary trends in our for- 
eign fields and the sharp depreciation 
of the American dollar have put a defi- 
nite ceiling on the number of mission- 
aries that can be maintained with pres- 
ent funds. In China, for example, the 
annual per capita cost of supporting 
a missionary is more than $5,000 (U. 
S. money), where prior to the war it was 
$1,500. Our China force is accordingly 
reduced to one-third of its pre-war 
strength resulting in constant strain 
and over-work for our missionaries. 

5. The fantastic increase in the cost 
of living, particularly in China, Japan 
and Korea, combined with the lack of 
adequate food, fuel, and clothing, has 
placed our missionaries under condi- 
tions of hardship and near privation. 
How can our missionaries in China be 
expected to buy coal at from $150 to 
$250 a ton (if it can be obtained at 
all)! The houses missionaries occupy 
in the Far East today are drab and cold, 
bare and uninviting; there are no heat- 
ing systems, only a few have running 
water, and many have no electric lights. 
Many of our missionaries are reduced to 
the lowest level of subsistence they have 
ever known. 


6. There is a stirring just now among 
the young people of our church with 
the most inspiring manifestation of mis- 
sionary interest and dedication that we 
have ever known. There are more than 
3,000 names on our candidate corre- 
spondence list, ranging from those who 
have merely expressed an interest to 
those who have almost completed their 
preparation and are ready to sail on 
short notice. Their proffered lives con- 
stitute a thrilling challenge to the 
church. 

7. The sending of 170 new mission- 
aries would merely bring us abreast 
again with the Foreign Mission force 
that was ours in 1926. We need, not 
merely to overtake this deficit in per- 
sonnel, but to carry on beyond previous 
standards to something more nearly 
commensurate with the dimensions of 
the task we have assumed. 

8. Letters from every field attest the 
open-heartedness of men everywhere. 
From outlying districts delegations 
come pleading for the Gospel. The work 
yields richer returns than ever before. 
The past year has witnessed the largest 
ingathering in all our Foreign Mission 
history. Yet with God calling us by 
every providence to move forward we 
are scarcely holding the present fron- 
tiers of our work. 


To frustrate the holy aspirations 
of our youth is a serious thing. 

To disappoint the fast-aging group 
of workers on the field that plead for 
help and reinforcement is distress- 
ing. 

To deny millions their right to 
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Christianity. 
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ter months. 
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worship, witnessing and work. 
7. 


may bear a faithful testimony. 


ens with atheism and lawlessness. 


of personnel and funds. 


Ecuador and the Amazon Valley. 


given purpose. 


dom of Christ in the earth. 


of the world. 





Topics for Individual Prayer 


Prayer cf thanksgiving that mission fields in the Far East, closed dur- 
ing the war, are now providentially reopened to the preaching of the Gospel. 
Thanksgiving for the remarkable responsiveness evident in all our 
fields, especially in Japan where congregations are crowding into the churches 
and the heart of the nation seems sensitive as never before to the claims of 


Thanksgiving for the great ingathering during the past year in Africa, 
Brazil and Mexico, aggregating the largest number of professions of faith in 
any year of our missionary history in these lands. 

Pray for our missionries in China, Japan and Korea, living under con- 
ditions of great physical hardship, without adequate fuel for these bleak win- 


Pray for doctors and nurses, seeking to maintain hospitals in devas- 
tated buildings without sufficient equipment and furnishings, yet ministering 
in Christlike tenderness to the suffering all around them; and for teachers 
and students in schools that are handicapped by like conditions. 

Pray for native churches and congregations, ravaged and scattered by 


war, as they seek to rebuild their broken properties and renew their Christian 


Pray for individual Christians, alone in pagan surroundings, that they 


8. Pray that the Christian Gospel may prevail in our mission fields where 
conflict rages between great systems of thought and where Communism threat- 


9. Pray for the thousands of people in Africa, Brazil and Mexico who 
are pleading for evangelists and teachers, and who are being put off for lack 


10. Pray for the work in new fields and stations, especially in Portugal, 

1. Pray for our new young missionaries and the great company of our 
church’s youth now preparing for service abroad; and for the church at home 
that she may support these outgoing recruits in the fulfillment of their God- 

12. Pray that we may use our prosperity for the furtherance of the King- 

13. Pray for the success of the Program of Progress and the restoration 
and expansion of our missionary efforts in all lands. 

14. Pray that our whole church may be deepened in her devotion to 


Christ and in her committment to her God-appointed task—the evangelization 


PRAY 





know the Savior is tragic. 


To fail our Lord in the task he has 
asked us to do is shameful. 


What We Are Now Doing Is Not Our 
Best 


It is futile for us to try to persuade 
ourselves that the $2.25 that each Pres- 
byterian gave to the cause of Foreign 
Missions last year was the best that we 
could do. Is this the measure of our 
loyalty? Is this the supreme expression 
of our devotion to his Kingdom? Then 
God pity us! Low indeed is the ebb of 
our spiritual devotion if we can bring 
him no more than the price of a foot- 
ball ticket, or of an evening’s entertain- 
ment, or of a tank half-full of gasoline. 
We cannot expect God to take our ex- 
cuses seriously when by every gesture 
we declare our amusements, our fads, 
our personal vanities and our trifling 
pleasures to be of more value and con- 
cern to us than the Kingdom of Christ. 
No, we have not done our best. 





What We Are Now Doing Must Give 
Place to What We Can and Will 


Do By the Help of God 


Dr. Egbert Smith was one day coun- 
selling a younger colleague who was 
starting out to ask a wealthy man for a 
contribution for one of the causes of 
our church. “Don’t ask him for what 
you think he might give;’”’ said Dr. 
Smith, ‘‘ask him for what he could and 
would give if the Spirit of God took hold 
of his heart.” 


The hopes of all our foreign mission- 
ary forces are turned toward the church 
at this time. The Foreign Missions 
phase of the Program of Progress will 
register the present reality of our 
church’s vision and determination in the 
world-wide extension of the Christian 
task. 


The call is not for what we have done 
in the past, or what we think we might 
do now, but for what we can and will 


do if the Spirit of God takes hold of 
our hearts. 
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China’s Stake in the Program of Progress 


ORMER GOVERNOR Herbert H. 

Lehman, speaking November 16 

from the pulpit of the Central 
Jewish Synagogue in New York City, 
urged Americans of all faiths, to make 
“the spirit of religion the major mo- 
tivating force behind our endeavors to 
succor suffering humanity.” 


From the Former Head of UNRRA. 


Mr. Lehman, calling for an intensifi- 
cation of effort in behalf of world peace, 
said: 


“Because we Americans are now em- 
barking upon a sacred mission of world 
recovery, it is doubly important that 
the spirit of religion be the major mo- 
tivating force behind our endeavors to 
succor suffering humanity. Spirituality 
is the core of life. Millions of Jews 
and Christians demonstrated this fact 
abundantly in the midst of their agoniz- 
ing ordeals under the brutal rule of 
Nazism and facism. 


‘Without that core of faith, that re- 
ligious anchorage, they could not have 
survived the fearful ordeal and holo- 
caust. In the course of my long asso- 
ciation with the work of UNRRA 
abroad I had ample opportunity to see 
evidence of this sustaining force.”’ 


How true these words are in regard 
to China and her people at this time! 


Situation Worse Now 


More Chinese are in despair today 
than was the case during the war. Then 
they looked eagerly forward to libera- 
tion and peace and they had the pres- 
sure of war to keep them going. Now, 
after ten years of exhaustion, they are 
disillusioned in liberation, and see no 
prospect of peace. If ever a nation 
needed faith and its citizens needed in- 
dividual faith in God, that nation is 
China. 

Communism is no idle question in 
China today. How are hundreds of 
pastors and tens of thousands of lay- 
men to act under the direct pressure of 
communist rule and under the influence 
of highly skilled propaganda? How can 
Christians be prepared against the pre- 
vailing tendency to fear and to oppose 
communism with only the half-blind re- 
action that the pervasive propaganda 
readily induces? 


Impressions From Service With UNRRA 


After two years of doing relief work 
in China one carries from it certain 
definite impressions. Chief, among these 
impressions is the very real conviction, 
that soup kitchen relief, charity, and 
dispensing patronage as stop-gap mea- 
sures are not enough. Good as these 
are, they do not do the job. They often 
encourage in the recipients a sense of 
dependency on the rich, big neighbor 
dispensing relief, and sometimes antag- 
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onism is generated because the relief is 
inadequate to meet the needs of the peo- 
ple at the time. Having been a mission- 
ary for more than twenty years one sees 
the shortcomings of a two year relief 
program stand out in bold relief. 


In spite of the fact that 2,700,000 
tons of commodity goods were distrib- 
uted to the victims of war in China and 
millions of dollars of American money 
were used to implement the allocation 
and distribution of these goods in the 
past two years, one comes away from it 
all with a feeling that it is not enough. 





NOW iS THE TIME—General and Ma- 

dame Chiang say: ‘‘Now is the time of 

all times to press the Christian advan- 
tage in China.” 


For more than eighty years our Pres- 
byterian Church, US, has been conduct- 
ing a program of preaching, teaching 
and healing—a ministry of relief and 
rehabilitation built on spiritual foun- 
dations. Specialists in church work, 
school work and medical work have 
brought succor, health, life and redemp- 
tion to thousands of Chinese during 
these years. From time to time the pro- 
gram has been interrupted, but never 
halted, never discontinued. The recent 
cruel war with Japan and the civil war 
which followed in its wake have dis- 
rupted our ministry of preaching, teach- 
ing and healing as nothing before in 
these 80 or more years. We are grate- 
ful to God that so much of the work has 
not been destroyed. In fact the Chi- 
nese Christian Church is stronger to- 
day than ever before in the history of 
missions in China. However, we need 
tools and equipment to reenter the field 
and take up our work again after the 


war. Let me suggest a few points of 
immediate need. 


What Our Mission Work Needs 


In Kiangyin, where some of the best 
mission work in China has been done, 
23 of the original 26 mission buildings 
have been completely destroyed. The 
others were destroyed by the Japanese. 
If a continuing ministry of preaching, 
teaching and healing is to be revived in 
that area extensive repairs and rebuild- 
ing will have to be done. Similar de- 
struction has taken place in kind, differ- 
ing only slightly in degree, at the Sta- 
tions of Suchowfu, Kashing, Sutsien, 
Soochow, Yencheng, Hangchow, Hal- 
chow, Tenghsien, Nanking, Hwaiyin, 
Hwaian and Taichow. Repairs and re- 
habilitation are the first order of the 
day in each of these places. 


Missionaries Identify Themselves 


It is the work of the missionary who 
speaks the language, lives with the peo- 
ple, ‘“‘sits where they sit,”’ treads the 
road of identification day in and day 
out which has brought a program of re- 
habilitation for the body, mind and 
spirit, continuously for almost a cen- 
tury. They are the ones today in China 
who “play a great part in convincing 
the Chinese of the truth that godliness 
is the one positive force capable of dis- 
pelling all clouds of fear from the minds 
of men and nations.” Redemption 
through Jesus Christ and reconciliation 
to God is the spiritual rehabilitation 
contribution of the missionary. Unfor- 
tunately we have only 60 missionaries 
in China for 1947-48 due to the high 
cost of missionaries on the field. Funds 
are sorely needed to send the missionary 
back, as well as to repair the damaged 
property during the recent war. 


The Program of Progress Is Timely 


Those of us who have lived and 
worked as missionaries in China are 
grateful that our General Assembly has 
set up its Presbyterian Program of 
Progress this year, with its spiritual and 
financial goals. China comes in for a 
part in this program. She has a stake 
in the Program of Progress both spirit- 
ual and financial. About $1,500,000 
will come to China to repair and re- 
habilitate mission and church property 
destroyed in the war. This money will 
be used as capital investment to pro- 
vide space, equipment and tools for our 
work. Through the service of the mis- 
sionary teacher, preacher and doctor, 
faith in God will be inculcated in our 
Chinese friends as they teach, preach 
and heal. God grant that the Program 
of Progress will succeed because i* 
means life and effectiveness to our mis- 
sion program in China. 
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ATS STUDENT LEADERS—Here are members of the Student Council for 1947-48 at the General Assembly’s 
Training School, Richmond, Va. Left to right: Ida Schultz, Taylor, Texas; Louise Farrior, Warsaw, N. C.; Devere 
Maxwell, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Student Body President; Isabel Rogers, Tallahassee, Fla.; Catherine Jean Boand, San 
Antonio, Texas; Nancy Johnson, New Orleans; La.; Jane B. Williams, Ft. Pierce, Fla. 


Appointed To Serve 


The young women pictured above, 
answering the call to full-time serv- 
ice, are attending the Assembly’s 
Training School to prepare them- 
selves for a Christian vocation. 


The Program of Progress in which 
our church has enlisted, calls for a 
large increase in the number of 
trained Christian workers. Churches 
are pleading for them. Pitifully un- 
dermanned mission fields are wait- 
ing for them. They are needed in 
every branch of the Church’s work. 


In response to this need the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School is 
giving to gifted and consecrated 
young Christians a sound and 
thorough preparation for the service 
to which God has called them. 


For the past few years the school 
has been filled to the limit of its ca- 
pacity. But each year the number 
of requests for the services of Train- 
ing School graduates is far in excess 
of the number of students in the 


graduating class. 


In view of the increasing demand 
and urgent need for trained Chris- 
tian workers, the General Assembly 
has included the Training School in 
the Program of Progress for an ex- 
pansion fund of $250,000 to be pro- 
vided at the rate of $50,000 a year, 
over and above the regular sustain- 
ing fund required for the school’s 
operation. 


To provide these funds the Assem- 
bly has asked the churches to appor- 
tion 3.7% of their offerings for As- 
sembly’s causes to the General As- 
sembly’s Training School. 


This increased apportionment will 
greatly aid the Training School in 
carrying out the Assembly’s instruc- 
tion to expand its facilities, that it 
may prepare more of the workers 
which the church so greatly needs. 


“‘The harvest is plenteous; but the 
laborers are few.’’ In bidding us to 


pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth laborers into his harvest, our 
Savior lays upon us an obligation to 
do our part in presenting to our 
young people the call to Christian 
service and in preparing’ them for 
the task. You may help by putting 
young women, well-qualified for full- 
time service in touch with the As- 
sembly’s Training School, and by 
generously contributing to its sup- 
port. 





General Assembly’s Training School 
3400 Brook Road 
Richmond 22, Va. 





President of the 
Training School since 
1944 has been Henry 
Wade DuBose, well- 
known leader in the 


church, 
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Our Church and War Relief 


5,000,000 pounds of clothing, shoes, 
and bedding. 

9,500,000 pounds of food and vita- 
mins. 

1,000,000 pounds of miscellaneous 
material—medicines, serums, books, 
bicycles, etc. 

15,500,000 pounds of relief supplies, 
with a total valuation of nearly $7,000,- 
000, shipped to 42 different countries 
of a troubled and suffering world, and 
always accompanied by the Word of 
God—this is the record of operations of 
Church World Service, Inc., for the first 
ten months of 1947. 

The Presbyterian Church, US, should 
be glad that it has a share in such a 
work as this. We should strive always 
to have the spirit of practical Chris- 
tianity of which James wrote in his epis- 
tle, and we should devote more of our 
thought and efforts and gifts to this pro- 
gram of world relief of suffering and 
hunger. There is no more powerful tes- 
timony that can be given in these por- 
tions of the world today, than the tes- 
timony of the distributed gifts which are 
given in the name of Protestant Chris- 
tianity in America. As one of the more 
than twenty American denominations 
eooperating in this relief work through 
Church World Service, each member of 
our church could well make it his or her 
special task to see that every church 
meets its quota in full, and goes be- 
yond that quota. 


One Dollar—One Pound 


“One Dollar and One Pound of Goods 
per Member.” That is our goal. Under 
the strong leadership of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, backed by the consistent 
efforts of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Woman’s Work, the collection of used 
clothing and bedding has gone forward. 
But there can be no slacking, and the 
gifts of clothing must continue if the 
suffering peoples of these forty-two 
countries are to be able to say, “I was 
naked, and ye clothed me.” 


It might surprise you to know of 
the reception of some of these gifts. 
Here are quotations from some of the 
letters received by the War Relief Com- 
mittee. From Finland: ‘We have here 
in Ulvila received a great number of 
garments, which have been divided by 
representatives of the church for the 
poor in our congregation. We thank 
the donors heartily. May God bless our 


friends in the U. S. A.’”’ From Holland: 
‘“‘Be sure that your help has been for us 
a symbol of the love of Christ uniting 
the members of all churches all over 
the world.” From the Philippines: ‘We 
thank and praise God from whom all 
blessings flow for your wise thought in 
forming this Kingdom’s_ enterprise, 
Church World Service, to clothe, to 
feed, to heal, to help and to comfort 
the people of the torn and war-ridden 
countries of the world.” From a school 
in the Philippines: ‘We opened the 
bales (of clothing) with prayer, and 
before we actually gave out the dif- 
ferent pieces to our students we also 
offered prayers, because we knew that 
this clothing had been given by people 
who love God, and, therefore, we, the 
recipients, must love him who is the 
author of this outgoing love. This relief 
clothing given by Evangelical Christians 
in America is a means of teaching them 
the actual fruits of the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”’ 


This Is the Fruit of Giving 


But it is not enough to give the 
clothing which we have discarded, or 
which we do not wish to wear longer. 
There are many things which must be 
purchased—food, medicines, including 
atabrin, vitamins, serums; books for the- 
ological students, as libraries were de- 
stroyed; bicycles for pastors who have 
no other way of covering their fields 
of service. These take money, and your 
gifts are necessary. “One Dollar per 
Member” ought to be the minimum of 
our giving, and not the maximum. 

The report of the Assembly War Re- 
lief Treasurer, Rev. E. C. Scott, D. D., 
shows that less than one-third of the 
$600,000 goal has been contributed to 
date, 


What About Gifts to Individuals? 


Individuals and churches frequently 
write to know if they may send their 
gifts direct to individuals or churches 
in the relief areas. This is one of the 
most difficult problems in connection 
with administration of relief. The War 
Relief Committee in the past has fur- 
nished names as they were available, 
but on recommendation of Church 
World Service has practically discon- 
tinued this practice. For the infor- 
mation of the membership of our church 
the following excerpts from a statement 


issued to answer requests of this char. 
acter are quoted: 


“It is natural that many Seneroug 
individuals and groups of givers should 
feel a desire to have their help per. 
sonalized in some concrete way. They 
would like to have the satisfaction of 
knowing that they were helping Mr. and 
Mrs. X, or the Y family of orphans, or 
the destroyed church at Z. However, 
after careful study in the light of ex. 
perience, Church World Service dis- 
courages this type of individual adoption 
project for the following reasons: 


**(1) It makes for inequity and un- 
balance in the general program. Such 
favoritism is bound to arouse question. 
ing and criticism and lead to jealousy 
and ill will. 


“‘(2) In the matter of material goods, 
individual packages and parcels are the 
least economical way of affording help. 
Costs of purchase and postage are at a 
maximum, and delivery is often delayed 
and in some areas still uncertain, 
Wholesale purchases and shipment as- 
sure economy in procurement and are 
the best guarantee of maximum final 
distribution to needy individuals 
through conscientious representatives of 
the churches. 


*“(3) Reports from overseas indicate 
that where special designated help is 
given to certain individuals and groups, 
the tendency is to hide it or minimize 
it and make full claim in the more gen- 
eral distributions of funds or goods. 


**(4) On the part of the donors, such 
narrowing of support to a single objec- 
tive is apt to dull the larger perspective 
and limit the response to the fuller 
program of the church at large. 


“Consequently, Church World Service 
hopes that its generous supporters in 
the churches will be willing to set aside 
their desires for first-hand contacts, and 
make their maximum gifts through the 
established program.” 


“Give Through Your Church” 


This is the best way: Give through 
your church to the Assembly’s War Re 
lief Committee, from the War Relief 
Committee to Church World Service, 
through Church World Service to rep 
resentatives in the relief areas, with 
final distribution being made in local 
areas by churches, orphanages, schools 
and hospitals. Always the distribution | 
is in Christian hands; always it is ac 
companied by the Word of God. Five 
per cent, $30,000 of the $600,000 goal, 
is set aside for the American Bible 
Society, to provide copies of the Scrip 
tures for distribution with the relié 
supplies. God’s Word always goes with 
your gifts. Give Through Your Church! 
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Advance in Home Missions 


T*x PLACE of Assembly’s Home 
Missions in the Presbyterian Pro- 

gram of Progress is a modification 
of a plan for the Home Mission Ad- 
vance presented to the General Assem- 
bly of 1946, and approved by that As- 
sembly, as an appropriate program for 
strengthening and expanding the work 
of our church at home. That Program 
of Advance has been fitted into the 
larger plans now presented to the 
church as the Presbyterian Program of 


Progress. 


By 8. B. LAPSLEY 
Educational Secretary of Home 
Missions 
@ 


The Presbyterian Program of Prog- 
gress calls for an investment of $1,500,- 
000 during the next five years in the 
Assembly’s Home projects, 
over and above the normal budget in- 
come of the executive committee, which 
is required to sustain the work. The 
1947 goal for the Assembly’s Home 


Mission 














Missions was $300,000, over and above 
the usual self-denial offering of $100,- 
000, or $400,000. Each church is asked 
to contribute generously in order that 
these goals for our work at home may 
be reached. 


THE NEED 
1. Increased Missionary Support 


Any program of Home Mission ad- 
vance must begin with increased mis- 
sionary support. In the Home Mission 
enterprise missionaries come _ before 
buildings and equipment. The first im- 
perative of the church is to provide 
adequate support and comfortable 
homes for its Home Mission pastors and 
teachers. 

The General Assembly has fixed a 
salary standard of $2,400 and manse 
for ministers serving Home Mission 
fields. With the cooperation of the pres- 
byteries and by drawing on the com- 
mittee’s reserve funds, some progress to- 
ward this standard has been made, but 
the increase in salary has been offset 
by the increase in living costs. The in- 
come of many Home Mission workers, 
particularly those who serve small 
churches in disadvantaged areas, is not 
sufficient for minimum necessities. 


2. Building Improvements 


(a) In aimost every presbytery in the 
General Assembly there are old com- 
munities into which new life is coming, 
where there is a one-room church 
erected years ago before the develop- 
ment of those religious activities now 
considered essential to a church’s com- 
munity program. These “outmoded” 
church buildings, particularly in the 
country and the socially underprivi- 
leged areas, are wholly unsuited for 
present needs and must be recon- 
structed for Sunday school and young 
people’s work if these churches are not 
slowly to expire. 

(b) The Indians, Mexicans, Italians, 
Cubans, Chinese and other foreign- 
speaking people served by Home Mis- 
sions, because of their limited resources, 
must look to the General Assembly for 
building aid for houses of worship and 
homes for ministers. For the most part 
their church buildings are plain, inex- 
pensive structures, erected largely by 





HOME MISSION INVESTMENTS 
The Robinson Memorial Church, Alex- 
andria City, Ala. (top left), organized 
last year, is part of an expanding Home 

Missions program. 

Girls of the Caddo Valley Academy, & 
Home Missions school, sit on the steps 
of their dormitory. 
Supervised by an instructor, the stu- 
dents of the Texas-Mexican Institute for 
Boys have built almost the entire plant. 
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Leader of the 
Church’s Home 
Mission Work 
is 
Claude H. Pritchard 


Executive Secretary 





their own contributions of labor and 
materials. Very few have any facilities 
for Sunday school and young people’s 
work, the chief agencies in reaching the 
people of any race or language. The 
imperative need in these fruitful areas 
of the Assembly’s evangelistic service 
is homes for ministers and better houses 
of worship with adequate provision for 
reaching the children and youth. 

(c) The five Assembly mission schools 
—one Indian, two mountain, and two 
Mexican—are perhaps the most success- 
ful of their kind in the field of their 
service maintained by any Christian de- 
nomination in this country. They must 
have better buildings and equipment, 
funds for repairs and upkeep, and a 
larger teaching force to care for the in- 
creasing number of boys and girls who 
are asking for the Christian training 
that is offered. Because there is no room 
for them, almost as many worthy ap- 
plicants are denied admission as are 
received each year. 





3. Strong New Churches 


If our church neglected its oppor- 
tunities for expansion in the early days, 
it is now given a second chance. In 
the suburbs and sub-divisions of the 
fast-growing cities of the South and 
Southwest there are no fewer than 150 
communities where a church can be es- 
tablished without hurtful competition 
with a church of any other denomi- 
nation. Such churches would soon be- 
come self-supporting organizations, able 
to contribute to the denomination’s 
world-wide evangelistic and educational 
program. This has already been demon- 
strated by the results of the Home Mis- 
sion Emergency Fund Campaign. Home 
Missions has a mission for the well-to- 
do as well as for the underprivileged. 
When those who have an abundance of 
this world’s goods are reached for 
Christ they will give of their possessions 
to support his cause. Now is the 
supreme opportunity for the Assembly 
to lengthen its cords and strengthen its 
stakes. 

The Executive Committee of Home 
Missions needs $100,000 a year for 
the next five years with which to buy 
up these challenging opportunities for 
Profitable investments in church exten- 
sion. Denominational growth is meas- 
ured by new organizations and additions 
to the churches. Our rightful share of 
responsibility for Christianizing Ameri- 
can society is measured by the extent 
of these present claims upon our gen- 
erosity and service. New power and 
Strength for the church depend upon 
Seizing these opportunities. 
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of Progress 


A PLANNED PROGRAM 


I. For Needed Salary Adjustments: 


1. To continue the increase made in salaries of pas- 


tors in aid-receiving presbyteries, a minimum of $35,000 

2. To make urgently needed salary increases to 

mountain workers, to Indian, Mexican, and other 
foreign language workers, a minimum of..... 15,000 

3. To raise the salaries of teachers in the Assem- 

bly’s mission schools to the standard fixed by 
accrediting agencies, a minimum of ....... ‘ 10,000 

4. To provide salaries for workers in the church 
extension program, a minimum of ............ 20,000 
Annual requirements ............... -+++e.- $80,000 
ob SB iiinn ok vrebtenienacss péeaiwiawet 

II. For Building Improvements: 

1. Necessary improvements for one-room church 
buildings—only ten each year, @ $5,000...... $ 50,000 

2. Necessary improvements in buildings for our 
foreign language work, annual minimum...... 45,000 

3. Necessary equipment and improved buildings 

for educational missions in the mountains, 

among the Indians and Mexicans, an annual 
ND GE ioe aces ten ncancansderndseaneens ee 
FO Pere $120,000 
ee Ge BHD hibdbddsccdaccciees cb dtinewdeaenewen 

Ill. For Aid to New Churches in New Communities: 

1. If only ten each year, @ $10,000 ) 
Dri siseantiiiecann $100,000 
2. Or twenty each year, @ $5,000 ) 

Annual requirements ...................... $100,000 


FOR FIVE YEARS 


SCHHOSCSHSHSOSHROEOSOCOHEOSCH SASH ROH OC ECOES SBD 00 
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Home Missions in the Program 


$600,000 


$500,000 


$1,500,000 
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For its tremendous undertaking the Assembly’s Committee on 
Negro Work asks—and the Program of Progress will provide— 


A Goal Worthy of Our Church 


The Committce 


The Assembly’s Ccum::itiee on Negro 
Work is elected by the Ganeral Assem- 
bly, and is directly responsible to it. 
It is composed of six ministers and three 
laymen. Three members of the com- 
mittee (two ministers and one layman) 
are Negroes. 


Its Re por.sibility 


By action of the General Assembly, 
all Negro work in our church is the 
responsibility of this committee. It must 
continue the work of the past, provide 
for work being started, and make defi- 
nite plans for the future. 

The Assembly looks to this committee 
as its agent in making a strong effort 
to reach the Negroes of our Southland 
for Christ. There are four or five mil- 
lion unreached by any church, and two 
and a half million children who are not 
in any Sunday school. 


Its Procedure 


The committee will work through our 
own Negro leadership, giving to it the 
support, direction and encouragement 
of our whole church program. 


It will cooperate with the Assembly’s 
Committee on Evangelism in making 
available the finest procedures for reach- 
ing those out of Christ. 


With the help of the Stewardship 
Committee it hopes to develop a grow- 
ing sense of responsibility for the full 
program of our church at home and 
abroad. 


It cooperates with the Assembly’s 
Committee of Religious Education in 
encouraging the establishment of Negro 
outpost Sunday schools in unreached 
communities. It must provide leader- 
ship when these Sunday schools should 
be organized into new churches. 

It cooperates with the Religious Edu- 
cation Committee and the Committee 
on Woman’s Work in providing a series 
of conferences for Negro adults and 
young people. Some of these conferences 
are planned for the Presbyterian leader- 
ship of our own church. Others are a 
service for the whole race. 


Its Equipment 


As a home base for an expansion pro- 
gram, we have forty-eight churches in 
Snedecor Memorial Synod and twenty- 
eight active ministers. There are aine 
churches and nine Negro ministers who 
are members of white presbyteries. 

Stillman Institute, our only educa- 
tional institution for Negroes, is an ac- 
credited junior college, with a present 
student body of two hundred. Its build- 
ings and equipment are attractively lo- 


By ALEX R. BATCHELOR 
Director of Negro Work 


cated on 100 acres of land, just out- 
side Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


Financial Responsibility 


The committee is responsible in 
whole or in part for the support of be- 
tween sixty and seventy workers. These 
workers are aboyt equally divided be- 
tween those in churches ahd missions 
and teachers and workers at Stillman 
Institute. The major portion of our 
spending budget is used in this way. 

The salaries of these workers are 
pitifully low. As soon as funds are 
available, our ministers’ salaries should 
be raised. It will require $21,000 an- 





“These men have enough native 
genius to make up for their lack of 
formal training, and they seem to me 
akin to the ancient craftsmen of the 
past—men who did perfect work be- 
cause they loved it. Any race that 
tan produce such workmen is a race 
that merits our respect and instinc- 


tively has our admiration.” 
« * x 


‘Few indeed are the races that 
sing as they toil.” 


+ . * 

“The Negro has been good to me. 
For me he has performed a thousand 
obscure and touching fealties. He 
is continually going the second mile. 
Il have Negro friends to whom I have 
trusted things most precious to me. 
Not one of them has betrayed that 
trust.’—From GOD'S CHILDREN. 
By Archibald Rutledge. 











nually to raise the salaries of our Negro 
ministers to $1,800 per year. The As- 
sembly has authorized the committee 
to receive special gifts from individuals 
and churches, to be used in raising 
salary levels. 

There is need for $50,000 to repair 
churches and manses in Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod. Buildings are in poor 
repair, and some are unpainted. Such 
equipment is not worthy of our church. 

There is an immediate need of $100,- 
000 for Stillman Institute. 

Some of our Negro outpost Sunday 
schools are now ready to be organized 
into churches. This will require addi- 
tional funds and additional leadership. 
Only as the salaries of our ministers 
are raised to a level with those in other 
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branches of the Presbyterian Church 
can we hope to keep our est ministers 
and enlist others. This cau and must 
be done. 

Up to this time our church has never 
adequately supportea Negro work. Plan 
after plan has failed largely because of 
lack of funds. Someone has said, “The 
pleadings of Dr. Snedecor fill one with 
sadness.” We feel that a new day is 
dawning, and that our great church will 
not stop at the first mile of meager 
adequate support, but that it will go the 
second or third mile and place this work 
on a financial basis that will assure its 
successful service in the future. 


Source of Income 


The Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work receives a percentage share of As- 
sembly’s benevolences. Percentages 
recommended by the Assembly, when 
adopted by a presbytery, become the 
basis of the division of the benevolent 
gifts of local churches. This commit- 
tee receives a part of every dollar so 
divided. 

Special gifts from churches or indi- 
viduals may be designated to be used as 
follows: 


1. For the support of the whole pro- 
gram of the Committee on Negro 
Work. 

2. To add to a supporters’ fund to 
raise the salaries of ministers. 

3. For the Church and Manse Fund 

to be used to improve the property 

of Negro churches. 

For the running expenses of Still- 

man Institute. 

5. To add to a Work Scholarship 
Fund for Stillman students. 

6. To pay the full scholarship of a 
student at Stillman. 


a 


In the Program of Progress 


The Program of Progress has placed 
the work of the Assembly’s Committee 
cn Negro Work in its goals for $50,000 
a year for five years. This amount is 
to be raised by increasing the percen- 
tage of our benevolence offering which 
goes to this cause. Beginning April 1, 
1948, 41/2% of Assembly’s benevo- 
lences is designated to this cause. It 
is to be used as follows: 


1. Stillman College 
Salary increases to main- 
tain accreditation, heat- 
ing plant, gymnasium, 
expansion of School of 
Religion. 

2. To bring ministers’ 
salaries to $1,800...... $105,000 
($21,000 each year.) 

3. Repairs to churches and 
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Our Thanks! 


The Executive Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
expresses to all Presbyterian churches, Sunday schools, Aux- 
iliaries, and other local groups its deep and abiding gratitude 
for the generous support given the recent “Rally Day-Program 
of Progress’? Campaign. 


While complete returns are not yet in, indications are that this 
year’s Rally Day receipts have already broken all records, and 


that the 100% increase for this year will yet be realized before 
March 31, 1948. 


With four years yet to go, and confident of God’s leading and our 
Church’s continued generosity, we have every expectation that 
the $500,000 emergency fund for this Executive Committee will 
be fully subscribed, and that our eighty-six years’ wait for 
special help will not have been in vain! 


Gratefully yours, 


Executive Secretary 


Building Today for a Better Tomorrow 
Through Religious Education 
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Student Work in the Program of 


of Progress 


By HARRY G. GOODYKOONTZ 


NLY WITHIN the last ten years has 

our church begun to take seri- 

ously its responsibility to minis- 
ter to the 45,000 Presbyterian college 
and university students within the 
bounds of the Assembly. The church 
has recently grasped what a few 
prophets have been saying for years, 
namely, that if the church is to bear 
any weight in tomorrow’s world, it must 
win and hold for Christ those men 
and women who are certain to be the 
leaders of tomorrow’s world. The 
church must make a genuine effort to 
meet its own students on the campus, 
and to evangelize those without Christ. 
Further, the church must help to bring 
the impact of the gospel to bear upon 
our secular educational institutions, 
which, as they grow larger, are steadily 
disintegrating because they have no 
great truth at the heart of the edu- 
cational process. 

Our Assembly wisely is asking that 
for a period of five years, beginning 
April 1, 1948, the benevolence percen- 
tage allotted to the Executive Commit- 
tee of Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief be increased to 15.3% of 
the Assembly’s benevolences. If pres- 


byteries and local churches adopt this 
percentage and make the increased gifts 
called for thereby, then this increase 
will amount to $150,000 annually, of 
which $60,000 annually will be used 
to strengthen the program of Student 
Work. This sixty thousand dollars will 
be used largely as a strategic challenge 
fund, with three basic puproses: (1) 
to encourage synods to secure the 
ablest possible student workers and 
ministers to students, and to pay them 
a decent living salary; (2) to help 
synods to start work in additional col- 
leges where the need is great; (3) to 
challenge synods’ Student Work com- 
mittees in major drives for buildings 
needed in the great educational centers 
for effective work with students. 

At least three million dollars worth 
of buildings are essential if our de- 
nomination is to do well its task in the 
university scene. Churches are desper- 
ately needed at five major universities. 
At a half-dozen large schools student 
centers must be erected to care for an 
intensive mid-week program near the 
campus. There are a number of lesser 
building needs—renovations, etc. If 
Student Work receives its full amount 





THEREFORE: 


Christian Education 


West Virginia. 


great work write: 





An Urgent Need of the Church 


Intelligent leaders 
‘Dedicated to serving Christ in their life vocations 
and on fire for Him . 


TO MEET THIS NEED WE HAVE ONE PRIMARY HUMAN 
RESOURCE: 


The 45,000 Presbyterian college and university students of the South. 
STUDENT WORK! 


HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THIS VITAL AND STRATEGIC PHASE 
OF THE CHURCH’S WORK: 


1. Insist that your church give the full, increased Assembly’s 
benevolence percentage (15.3) to the Executive Committee of 
and Ministerial Relief. 


2. Make direct gifts to Student Work in your Synod. Major cam- 
paigns are now under way in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and 


For further information as to how you may assist financially in this 


HARRY G. GOODYKOONTZ 
309 Urban Building 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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of $300,000 from the Program of Prog- 
ress, it will actually be receiving only 
about one-tenth of its needs. It is 
hoped that this one-tenth may be used 
to stimulate the synods to tackle their 
student work responsibilities adequately 
by raising the other nine-tenths needed. 
Campaigns long planned are now under 
way in the Synods of Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana and West Virginia. Other 
campaigns must be started in the next 
year or so. 

The Joint Committee on Student 
Work does not receive funds, but it 
will be happy to direct any prospective 
donor to the proper person to receive 
a gift for the Student Work in any 
Synod or in any particular college com- 
munity. For information write Rev. 
Harry G. Goodykoontz, Th. D., 309 
Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 





See also inside back cover page. 





THE PROGRAM INCLUDES— 
Regular Financial Objectives 


I. The General Assembly, to 
meet the needs of the homes on 
the Roll of Ministerial Relief, re- 
quested that the ‘‘Joy Gift’’ be 
‘‘the largest ever raised in order 
to help in the present emergency.”’ 
This offering was made in Decem- 
ber. Many churches have not yet 
remitted the amounts to the Louis- 
ville office. 


Il. The Assembly authorized 
‘‘this Executive Committee to 
make an even larger use of the 
funds of Ministerial Relief in 
meeting emergencies in the lives 
of annuitants of the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund.”’ 


III. The Assembly also re- 
quested this committee ‘‘to seek 
and devise ways and means of 
adding to the Three-Million-Dol- 
lar prior service fund, so that our 
retired ministers and those soon 
to be retired may receive more 
adequate provision.’’ 

Large love—large faith—large 
liberality are needed to meet these 
large and just claims. 

PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF 

PROGRESS 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 
REV. WADE H. BOGGS, D. D., 
Executive Secretary 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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THESE ARE LEADERS IN THE CHURCH’S YEAR-IN AND YEAR-OUT PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 





Wade H. Boggs H. Kerr Taylor 
Christian Foreign Missions 
Education 


Cc. Darliy Fulton Edward D. Grant H. G. Goodykoontz H. H. Thompson > am 

Foreign Missions Religious Student Work Evangelism er 
Education 

Others on pages 12, 21, 25—Dr. Patton, Dr. 

DuBose, Dr. Pritchard. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE | rmmess 0 coer ot sata 


saints 
Begin September, January, June or July hs : 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 
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8. J. Patterson, Jr. Janie McGaughey 
Men’s Work Woman’s Work 











PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 





As a church owned College, Peace College feels a vital interest in 





and a part of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, and urges all Pres- C. Ellis Nelson R. T. Gillespie 


. : ° ° ‘ . h 1 Recruiting 
byterians to unite in making all of its objectives possible. —— Missionaries 


he 

i i i h distinguished leaders of t 
Registration for 1948-49 session of Peace College should be made nasi tine tain en te plan- 
in and directing various departments 
vinous WIL I I A M po a church’s program. Upon their spirit 
ina- 

RE i and their vision much of the denom 
” . —_ wana tion’s past achievements have depended 
and much of its future will depend. The 
leadership is in good hands. 











Three Ways 


Your Church Can Answer the Home Missions Challenge 


1. Each church can examine its own field, searching diligently for places into which its ministry can 
be carried: unchurched neighborhoods which need a Christian witness; more outposts, more chapels. 
2. Each church can raise its full quota in the annual Home Mission season. 


3. Each church can give to Home Missions with increasing generosity through its regular benevolence 
"budget. 


This advertisement is presented to emphasize the urgency of an 
enlarged and sustained program of Home Missions advance through 
the Presbyterian Program of Progress by 


HOMETOWN SALES AND SERVICE INC. 
410 W. Geer Street, Durham, N. C. 
Kal SE R John B. Leathers, President FRAZER 
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Some of the Future Christian Leaders Now in Preparation 


at SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 








King College Wishes to Support the 


Presbyterian Program of Progress 


Our part is to make progress in our educational service to the church. 


The first step has been taken: 


King College is now an accredited member of the Southern Association of 


Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


The next step: 


Erection of a new science building. $200,000 is needed for this purpose. This 


sound investment is now open to Southern Presbyterians. 


For information, address: 


R. T. L. LISTON, President 
Bristol, Tennessee 
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LET’S VALIDATE OUR CLAIM! 


Let’s validate our claim about our church colleges through the Presbyte- 
rian Program of Progress. We claim that they are the custodians of the faith 
in an uncertain age, and that they join religion and education to produce ef- 
fective leaders in all walks of life who can contribute to the solution of prob- 
lems confronting the world and to advancing the Kingdom of God. 


But remember! No student pays the full cost. The efficiency and perma- 
nency of our church colleges are dependent upon current and endowment funds 
to provide adequate facilities, buildings, equipment, good teachers, and scholar- 
ships for many of our choice and deserving young people. 


WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


A College for Men Fulton, Missouri 








Agnes Scott College 
DECATUR, GEORGIA 


Agnest Scott rejoices in the united endeavor of our Church to meet 
all the objectives of the Program of Progress. Its faculty, students, trus- 
tees, and alumnae will specifically promote the great $4,000,000 cam- 
paign in January for the Foreign Mission effort to re-occupy and to re- 
equip its stations in the Far East and to advance on other world fronts. 
This greatest effort in the history of our denomination deserves the 
hearty support of all its members. 














Centre College of Kentucky 


Presbyterian 
Founded 1819 at Danville, Kentucky 
College for Men College for Women 


On Separate Campuses 


CENTRE’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
For the Church 
11 Moderators of the General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Churches 
42 Moderators of the Synods of Kentucky. 


Hundreds of leading ministers in the Northern and Southern Presbyte- 
rian Churches. 


A large number of successful ministers of other denominations. 


For Education 
31 College Presidents 
112 College Professors 


Hundreds of successful teachers in grade and high schools. 


For Catalog, View Book and Information, Address 
Director of Admissions 
Centre College 
Danville, Kentucky 


1849 Austin College 1949 
SHERMAN, TEXAS 


Austin College pledges its every re- 
source to the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress. The College is a part of the 
total work of the Church in bringing 
the Gospel to men. Its supporting 
Synods of Texas and Oklahoma have 
enthusiastically endorsed the program 
and Austin College is eager to contri- 
bute its part. 


The success of the Program of Pro- 
gress will also mean a greater and 
stronger Austin College. A vigorous 
spiritually alive, triumphant Church 
will mean strong, spiritually alive 
Church Colleges—and our young peo- 
ple will flock to such colleges. 


For almost a century Austin College 
has served her Church without inter- 
ruption. Ministers, missionaries, edu- 
cators, teachers, home-makers, Chris- 
tian business men, men and women of 
all the professions, have gone forth from 
her campus to take their place in the 
Church and Nation. The Program of 
Progress can depend upon them to do 
their duty. 


Austin College is making an earnest 
effort to offer an opportunity to its stu- 
dents to attain to the highest intellec- 
tual attainments along with highest 
spiritual attainments. 


For information about the College 
write to W. B. Guerrant, President. 














ARKANSAS 
COLLEGE 


Batesville, Arkansas 


Almost 20% of her graduates are 
serving the church as missionaries 


or ministers. 


Twenty members of the present 
student body are ministerial can- 
didates. In addition are those 


who are planning for work in 


Religious Education. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Our Relationship to God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 11 


Isaiah 40:28-31; Mt. 6:9; John 14:8-14; Acts 17:22-31. 


(Scripture Quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 

We study this week the second of a 
series of three lessons on great Bible 
teachings about God. The lesson last 
week presented him as the Creator of 
the world, the Father of all mankind; 
and as a God whose character is re- 
vealed through Jesus Christ—we who 
have seen him have seen the Father. 
This week we consider our relationship 
to God. 


I. When We Worship, John 4:5-10, 24 

It was noon. Jesus was hungry and 
tired, While his disciples went into the 
town to secure food, he rested by the 
side of a well which was famous in his 
day and remains so in our own, because, 


‘ according to tradition, it once belonged 


to Jacob. 
While he waited, a Samaritan woman 
cume from Sychar to draw water. She 


brought her own bucket and rope, as 
Bedouins do in Bible lands today, and 
Jesus asked her for a drink. 

Half-amused, and _  half-triumphant, 
the woman rallied him because he, as a 
Jew and a rabbi, was forced to ask a 
favor of her, a woman, and a Samaritan. 

Jesus however had begun the con- 
versation with a purpose, and naturally, 
easily he began to speak of the water 
of life. ‘If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you ‘living 
water.’’’ Jesus meant that he would 
give her that which would satisfy the 
deepest thirst of her soul. The woman, 
however, thought he meant spring 
water. It seemed to her a fantastic 
offer. Nevertheless, impressed in spite 
of herself, she spoke, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw with, and the well is 
deep; where do you get that living 
water?” Jesus answered, ‘“‘Every one 
who drinks of this water will thirst 
again, but whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst.’ 
It is as if he said, ‘‘Spiritually our posi- 
tions are reversed. It is you who are 
weary and footsore and parched, close 
to the well, yet unable to drink; it is I 
who can give you water from the well 
and quench your thirst forever.” 

But that is not all. Jesus continued: 
“The water that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of water’— 
i, e., it shall become an inner source of 
supply, not dependent on outward cir- 
cumstances, on which he can draw at all 
times—and will well up—i. e., issue in 


eternal life. The woman did not under- 
stand what he meant, but impressed by 
his tone and his manner, she said, “Sir, 
give me this water, that I may not 
thirst, nor come here to draw.” 

We cannot follow the rest of the con- 
versation, though it all bears directly on 
our theme. This woman cannot drink 
of the water of life; which Jesus plainly 
indicates, until she breaks with her sin, 
and until she recognizes that he is the 
Messiah, through whom God works for 
the salvation of men. It is in this con- 
nection that he delivers the ‘‘grandest 
discourse ever uttered on the universal- 
ity and spirituality of worship. He 
showed her that worship is not a matter 
of mourtains and temples, but of heart 
and spirit. He wiped Jerusalem off the 
map as an exclusive center of worship 
and set worship free and ‘diffused it 
around the world as a universal prin- 
ciple.””’ The essential thing is not that 
one be in a certain place (any place will 
do and no place is sufficient in itself) or 
that one follow a particular order and 
make use of certain rites or ‘enjoy the 
sermon,’ or like the minister, or sit 
through a service—but that one’s wor- 
ship be marked by spiritual reality. God 
is a Spirit and they that worship him 
must worship in spirit, that is, with 
their heart and mind, and in truth, that 
is in reality. 

We need to remember as Robert S. 
Satterfield has said that “Bible study, 
meditation, prayer, singing of hymns, 
partaking of bread and wine are means, 
not acts of worship.” They “are valu- 
able only as they help us in communi- 
cating with God. We need the ‘Quiet 
Hour,’ and we need to worship in fel- 
lowship with others in public services.’ 
But worship itself “is an attitude with- 
in; it is ‘being still’ and letting God into 
mind and heart, resulting in a joyful 
consciousness of God’s presence and ap- 
proval.” (The Upward Look, compiled 
and edited by Harold Garnet Black.) 
As someone else has said, ‘Worship is 
an inward reverence, the bowing down 
of the soul in the presence of God, an 
awesome sense of our dependence on 
him, the blending of our finite spirits in 
faith and love with his infinite Spirit.’ 

It is not enough to have the spirit of 
worship. That spirit must be rightly 
directed, so as to bring the worshipper 
into touch with reality. It must be ‘“‘in 
truth,” that is, through Jesus Christ. 
“Such the Father seeks to worship 
him.” Religion is not merely man’s 
search for God who alone can bestow 
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the water of life. God is also seeking 
us. We have reason to believe therefore 
that if we seek, we shall find. (Mat- 
thew 7:7; Acts 17:26-28.) 


Il. As We Live from Day to Day, 
Romans 8:12-17 


The fundamental thought of this pas- 
sage, taken from the greatest of Paul’s 
epistles, is that, if we are to maintain 
our relations with God and enjoy their 
ultimate fruit, we must live by the Spirit 
(vs. 13), or in other words, allow our- 
selves to be led by the Spirit (vs. 14). 

According to Paul these are the alter- 
natives—to live according to the flesh, 
or to live by the Spirit. Flesh is used 
in the Bible with a variety of meanings, 
but it is used here and elsewhere to de- 
scribe human nature, controlled by its 
appetites rather than by the Spirit of 
God, The first point which we must 
bear in mind when we think of the 
Spirit is that “in their relation to the 
human soul the Father and the Son act 
through and are represented by the 
Holy Spirit.”,—(Sanday and Headlam.) 
We do not believe in three Gods— 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—but in 
one God, who is Father, Son, and Spirit. 
The Spirit then is God in us, Christ in 
us. The choice we all must make is 
whether we shall follow the leadings of 
God through his Spirit or give way to 
the flesh, stifling God’s voice as it comes 
to us through Jesus Christ. 

Why should we follow the lead of the 
Spirit? Because, says Paul, it is only 
so that we can realize the destiny that 
God has made possible for us through 
Christ. He has just spoken of our 
resurrection from the dead through that 
same Spirit which raised Christ from 
the dead. ‘‘So then,’ he continues, ‘‘we 
are debtors... .” Debtors to whom? 
Certainly not to the flesh which will 
ultimately perish. But to Christ, who 
purchased our salvation through his 
blood, If we are concerned primarily 
with the flesh, if we live for the sake 
of fleshly indulgence, then our souls 
shall perish with our flesh; if, on the 
other hand, we allow ourselves to be led 
by the Spirit, which means that we will 
restrain or repress the selfish impulses 
of our lower nature, we shall live ever- 
lastingly. 

We shall live, says Paul, ‘‘for all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 
God,” and life is the inevitable outcome 
of such relationship. Someone might 
ask, why should I forgo the pleasures 
of the flesh which are available now for 
the sake of some future blessing which 
I may never realize? How can I be sure 
that it is not illusionary? Paul suggests 
that a man who follows the leadership 
of the Spirit comes into such fellowship 
with God that he knows that eternal life 
is the inevitable result. 

“For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the spirit of sonship.” In 
the King James Version it is “‘the spirit 
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of adoption.” According to Greek and 
Roman law, a man legally adopted, en- 
joyed all the rights of an actual son. 
Paul uses the change of legal relation- 
ship as an illustration of the contrast 
between the sinner’s and the believer’s 
consciousness of God. The unsaved man 
may fear God and death which ushers 
him into the presence of God, but not 
the man who recognizes that he is God’s 
Son. 

But how can we know that we have 
not been misled into thinking we were 
the sons of God when actually we are 
not? Paul says we could not call upon 
God as our Father if the Spirit himself 
did not lead us todo so. In other words 
we seek God only because he has first 
sought us. Our consciousness that we 
are the sons of God is partly then our 
human consciousness, partly the Spirit 
of God moving and prompting us. As 
Jemes Denny puts it: “Our own spirit 
tells us we are God’s children, but the 
voice with which it speaks is, as we 
know, prompted and inspired by the 
Divine Spirit itself.’’ 

But to be a child, Paul states, implies 
something more, The child will one day 
inherit his father’s possessions. So the 
Christian will one day enter upon that 
glorious inheritance which his heavenly 
Father has already entered. Only, be 
it remembered, that in order to share in 
the glory, it is necessary first to share 
in the sufferings which lead to it.” This 
last thought leads us to consider our re- 
lationship to God— 


Ill. When We Suffer, Romans 8:31-389 


In Romans 8:17 Paul points out that 
we cannot expect to share Christ’s glory 
unless we are also ready to share in his 
sufferings. In vss. 18-28 he reminds us 
that the sufferings of this present time 
cannot be compared to the glories which 
shall be revealed to us. In vss. 28-30 
he comforts us with the thought that 
“in everything God works for good with 
those who love him.’”’ Note he does not 
say that everything is good (everything 
is not good, poverty, for example, or 
disease, or war). He does not say that 
everything happens for the best, or even 
that everything happens according to 
God’s will. He says that “all things” 
i, e., the good and the bad, joy and suf- 
fering, “work together for good,” or, 
that in the hard things of life as well 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Cat- 
alog P. A few vacancies now for sec- 
ond semester which begins Jan. 26. 
John Montgemery Pres., Statesville, 
N. C. 
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as the pleasant things, God works for 
good with those (but only those) who 
love him, 

What conclusion are we to draw from 
this (vs. 31)? (1) “If God is for us, 
who is against us?” In other words, 
what does it matter who or what is 
against us? Relatives, friends, enemies, 
circumstances, the Devil himself—what 
do they count against God? ‘‘He who 
did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, will he not also give us 
all things with him?” In other words, 
God who has given us the greatest of all 
gifts will not deny us any lesser gift 
that we really need. He who has given 
his own Son that we may be saved, will 
certainly give us whatever else we may 
need to realize that aim. In Christ in- 
deed all other spiritual good is con- 
tained. But observe that all things are 
given with him, not without him. “It 
maybe that without Christ, God will in 
his providence give us many things, and 
many good things too. He may give us 
health, he may give us riches, he may 
give us much worldly comfort and pros- 
perity. But his best gifts, the gift of 
his grace, in forgiveness, holiness, life 
eternal, he gives only with Christ, only 
to those who in faith and thankfulness 
accept Christ. “Freely give us all 
things,”” the King James version trans- 
lates— 


“Earth gets its price for what Earth 


gives us; 
The beggar is taxed for a corner to 
die in, 
The priest hath his fee who comes and 
shrives us, 


We bargain for the graves we lie in; 
At the devil’s booth are all things sold, 
Each ounce of dross costs its ounce of 

gold; 

For a cap and bells our lives we pay, 
Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s 

tasking; 

’Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
’Tis only God may be had for the ask- 

ing.” 
—James Russell Lowell. 


(2) “Who” then “shall bring any 
charge against God’s elect?” In other 
words, what difference does it make if 
they do—if anybody, including our- 
selves, Our Own consciences, for ex- 
ample, or some enemy, or the devil him- 
self—bring any charge? Paul’s enemies 
brought many charges against him, but 
it made no difference to him, because he 
knew he was right with God. ‘And so 
with us. Assured that God will justify, 
i. e., forgive, acquit, receive us into his 





INTERESTING FACTS 
Pi) ek No. 1: 


A glass of warm milk before you re- 
tire will help you sleep better! 


DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-2838 
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fellowship, we fear no other condemna- 


tion. Because Christ died for us, be- 
cause he rose again from the dead as the 
first fruits of them that sleep, because 
he dwells at the right hand of God and 
makes continual intercession for us, 
condemnation by God, the only condem- 
nation that really counts, is out of the 
question. 


But how can we know that we are 
included in the number of the elect? 
Ernest F. Scott in his recent book, Man 
and Society in the New Testament, says: 
“The doctrine (of election) has given 
rise to many a bitter controversy, and 
Paul himself perceives that it makes 
God appear arbitrary and unjust. But 
many of the problems it has raised have 
been due to a misunderstanding. Paul 
never supposed, like many of his later 
followers, that even devout Christians 
must remain doubtful of their salvation, 
since they could not know, until the 
books were finally opened, whether they 
were numbered among the elect. Such 
an idea would have been abhorrent to 
Paul. He takes it for granted that every 
Christian has been chosen by God and 
could not otherwise have become a 
Christian. Again and again he ad- 
dresses his converts as ‘‘elect brethren,” 
“called to be saints.’”’ They had attained 
to faith in Christ because God had fore- 
known and predestined them, and the 
thought of this was to fill them with a 
triumphant confidence. With all their 
weakness and fickleness they could rely 
on God, who would not have singled 
them out to be his people unless he 
meant to complete in them the work he 
had begun, Paul offers his doctrine for 
the express purpose that it may bring 
comfort and assurance to the believer, 
and it inspires the ecstatic hymn of 
thanksgiving which closes the chapter.” 


(3) “Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ?’ There is only one an- 
swer to this as to the other two ques- 
tions. No man can separate us from the 
love of Christ, and no thing can do it. 
Paul had known all the things which he 
mentions in vs. 35, tribulation, distress, 
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, 
and sword (this last hung continually 
over his head, and finally brought his 
life to an end), even as it is written in 
Psalm 44:23 (Septuagint). For thy 
sake we are being killed all ¢he day 
long;: we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered—and he knew from his own 
experience that the love of God in Jesus 
Christ could reach and sustain the heart 
through them all. “In all these things,” 
he says, ‘‘we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.’”’ More than 
conquerors. “It takes the highest cour- 
age,’”’ Herbert L. Willett remarks, “to 
face ridicule, attack, ostracism, even 
death with the feeling that the cause 
makes you a triumphant victor what- 
ever happens.’’ Paul had that sort of 
courage, and he knew all Christians 
could share it. More than conquerors, 
“perhaps in the sense that these trials 
not only do not cut us off from Christ’s 
love, but actually give us more intimate 
and thrilling experiences of it.” 


“For I am sure,’ says Paul, “that 
neither death’’—the last dread enemy 
which most men fear so much; “nor 
life’’—-with all of its uncertainties, the 
possibilities of poverty, disease, disgrace 
and shame; “nor angels, nor principali- 
ties nor powers’’—inhabitants of the 
unseen world all about us, which ancient 
man dreaded so much, those mysterious, 
demonic powers which at times seem to 
hold mankind in their grasp; nor any- 
thing else in space or time “will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” And all of us 
who have learned to know God through 
Jesus Christ can echo his words. 
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The Presbyterian 


Program of Progress 


The Presbyterian Program of Progress calls the church to advance for the next 
five years. Great spiritual objectives are held before all the organizations and 


every officer and member of the church. The program also includes some rea- 
sonable 


Special Financial Objectives 


Special gifts are sought for three of the four executive committees of the Gen- 
eral Assembly—Foreign Missions, Home Missions, and Religious Education and 
Publication. 


It has seemed wise to the General Assembly, ‘‘in view of the pressing meeds 


immediately,’’ to make other provision for the work of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief. 


I. To place in the budget of the church, in addition to the amount 
formerly requested, the sum of $150,000 a year for five years—or $750,000. 
This assigns to this committee 15.30% of the amount requested to meet the mini- 
mum needs of Assembly causes. 


II. This additional amount is to be largely used: 


‘*To stimulate better support for student work in state and inde- 
pendent institutions.” As the increased revenue becomes available 


(1) $60,000 will be used each year for the stimulation of student work 
in all parts of the General Assembly. Synods will be challenged 
to inaugurate Student Work in state and independent institu- 
tions or to give more adequate support for personnel and equip- 
ment where it has been already begun. 


(2) A challenge fund of $60,000 annually will be used to stimulate 
better budget support for colleges already accredited on a re- 
gional basis, and also to help in getting accredited and better 
supported those not so recognized. 


(3) $15,000 will be used as a challenge fund for theological seminary 
support—to be distributed in proportion to the budget support 
received by these institutions from the synods. 


(4) The sum of $10,000 will be used in a Competitive Scholarship Con- 
test throughout our denomination in order to arouse the interest 
of our most capable young people in our own colleges. Experi- 
mental tests have proven the worth of this work. $5,000 will 
be used as scholarships for those who seek more specialized train- 


ing with a view to teaching in our institutions of higher edu- 
cation. 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 
The Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Executive Secretary 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 




















Presbyterian Program of Progress 
1947 -- 1952 


Our Resources, 
renee Spiritual and Financial, 
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t he A Five--Year Advance 


PRESEVTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


Evangelism 100,000 additions each year 


For a more Christian world, Christ in the hearts of more men and women 


Church attendance and Christian Growth 


New Power through Greater Loyalty. 


Chapels 250 new chapels each year 


Each Chureh seeking every opening to preach Christ. 


Stewardship Commitment of Life 


Time . . . Abilities . . . Possessions . . . AMl for Christ. 


Gifts for Christian Progress $7,850,000 


Backing Our Faith With Our Funds. 


Our Church’s Answer 


to a World’s Need! 


Presbyterian Program of Progress 


Roy LeCraw, Director, 803 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta, Georgia 














